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Renew: Faith & Work
Session 1: How We View Work

What are you doing? R N

) “l can only answer the
.- question, “What am | to
\ ______?’ifl can answer the
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Il. The Biblical Story About Work

/& Chapter 1: The of Work ) Q% Chapter 2: The of Work )

/& Chapter 3: The of Work > Q% Chapter 4: The of Work >
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Q&A Session

Use the space provided below to take notes during the Question & Answer Session.

Weekly Reflection & Application Questions

The content from this class is a lot to process in one sitting. To help you think more deeply about
these ideas and how to apply them to your life, consider answering the following reflection and
application questions in the weeks prior to the next class.

Week 1:

1. Which cultural story about work most resonates with your own experience? Why?

2. Thinking about your current experience of work, what do you find most enjoyable about it right
now? What do you find most challenging? Did this teaching shed any light on why you're
experiencing these joys and challenges?

Week 2:

1. Which part of the Biblical story about work most resonates with your own experience? Why?
2. Without making reference to your work, who are you? What is your identity?

Week 3:

1. Before listening to this teaching, did you consider your work a calling? Why or why not?
2. s your current view of work working for you? Which part(s) of it do you think you need to
change?



Resources

Books

e [Every Good Endeavor: Connecting Your Work to God’s Work — Timothy Keller

Articles

e Redeemer Center for Faith & Work

e Gospel Coalition Faith & Work Resources

e https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/02/religion-workism-making-americans-
miserable/583441/

e https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/will-we-work-in-eternity

e https://www.cutsinger.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/3 saints 1.pdf

e https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/resources/reflections-december-2013/

Video/Audio

e 4 Ways the Gospel Transforms Work — Timothy Keller
e When Faith Meets Work — Katherine Alsdorf, Carolyn McCulley, Bethany Jenkins
e Theology of Work Podcast — Bible Project



https://www.amazon.com/Every-Good-Endeavor-Connecting-Your/dp/1594632820/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=185691645065&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dOEXSbY5CyNHiuSlasdykU1VbcUakm9YsM_iLYUPvuzoDJjASjKRbFRSkZXvo-bGmA9CR0dMvppVnqIyycHd3KWRQNCxYbceqHxW0o7XRH20tZzdebjXZkiWWmpcW2gBPhh4yJNpjN78L8Zfmygay2IMrTnlFRBQT55ilxHZk6Pxh1ahU2z7HlwtIp4hFnM1Ks3nDLh22ER5XHCByvA0iwOG74qxjKoD_MTZZA0aRlk.jEwAH8tYVlj_R0SwcL1tx0oTTbN7RHNn0y449DkEbM0&dib_tag=se&hvadid=779507490234&hvdev=c&hvexpln=0&hvlocphy=9058111&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=12656858486056374035--&hvqmt=e&hvrand=12656858486056374035&hvtargid=kwd-40929941648&hydadcr=17780_13794532_2332342&keywords=every+good+endeavor&mcid=e1504aefebd1316f90e3f0cf8114ce1b&qid=1771351870&sr=8-1
https://faithandwork.com/resources/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/topics/faith-and-work/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/02/religion-workism-making-americans-miserable/583441/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/02/religion-workism-making-americans-miserable/583441/
https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/will-we-work-in-eternity
https://www.cutsinger.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/3_saints_1.pdf
https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/resources/reflections-december-2013/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/podcasts/tgc-podcast/4-ways-the-gospel-transforms-work/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/video/when-faith-meets-work/
https://bibleproject.com/podcasts/series/theology-of-work/

Session 1: How We View Work
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Week when
you can drive
in most states
Week when you
can vote, smoke
cigarettes, fight
in war, and be
tried as an adult
Week when you
can legally drink 55
Average week a
woman has her
first child®
Week when men
first marry, on
average, today
(in 1960)
Average amount
of time a couple
'who divorces will
stay together*
Average length
of time someone
stays in a job®
Average Life
Expectancy
Average Life
Expentancy in
Sierra Leone

waitbutwhy.com




Most teens say having a job or career
they enjoy would be extremely
important to them as adults

% of teens saying each would be to them,
personally, as an adult

Extremely Very
important important NET

Having a job or
Helping others
who are in need - 39 81

Having a lot of
money

Getting married a7

39

63 32
42
| 33 51
20 Y
3 23

Having children

Becoming 6 11
famous
Source: Survey of U.S. teens ages 13 to 17 conducted Sept. 17-Nov.
25, 2018.
“Most U.S. Teens See Anxiety and Depression as a Major Problem
Among Their Peers”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER




“Looking along the
beam and looking
at the beam are
very different

experiences.”

- C.S. Lewis in Meditation
in a Toolshed




"I believe In
Christianity as |
believe that the

sun has risen;
not only because
| see it, but
because by it ]
see everything
else.”

-C.S. Lewisin /s
Theology Poetry?



https://revistaesperpento.blogspot.com/2013/07/como-lee-el-mal-lector.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

SERIES GOALS

Answer...
* What is work?
 Why do we do it?
» Why can it be so fulfilling?
» Why can it be so frustrating?
* How should | do my work?
* What are the limits of work?

4



What are you doing?

SERIES
LAYOUT

e« Session 1: How
We VIEW Work

e Session 2: How we
DO Work

e« Session 3: How we
DO Work

e Session 4: How we
DON’T Work




“I can only answer
the question,
‘What am | to do?’
if | can answer the
prior question, ‘Of
what story or
stories do I find
myself a part?’”

-Alasdair Maclintyre

TaWAVi(=]a Vin‘uer




. The Cultural Stories
About Work

4



#1) Compensation

« Work I1s a means to another end.

* Problem:
* Does not make sense of all our

experience.




SAM HARRIS




#2) ‘Chievement

 The work Is the end.

* Problem:
* Never enough.




“Why do | have
three Super Bowl
rings and still
think there is
something greater
out there for me?”

-Tom Brady




#3) Core Identity

* | am my work.

* Problem:
 Will crush us, not create us.

4



“To be a

workist is to
worship a god
with firing
power.”

- Derek Thompson

in “The Religion of

Workism is Making
Americans
Miserable”




The very first day in the
hospital, the sychlatrlst
asked me, ‘Who are you?’

‘IY'm the co-host of the 700
Club.’

‘That’s not what | meant,’
he said.

‘Well, Im a writer. I’'m a
singer.’

‘That’s not what | meant.
Who are you?’

‘l don’t have a clue,’ | said.

And he replied, ‘Now that’s
ﬂght and that’s why you’re
ere

- Sheila Walsh




Il. The Biblical Story
About Work




Ch. 1: The Beginning of Work

 God works.

4



Genesis 1:1

In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth.

4



Ch. 1: The Beginning of Work

» God works.
* We get to participate in his work.

4



Genesis 1:27-28

(27) So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he created
him; male and female he created
them. (28) And God blessed them.
And God said to them, "Be fruitful and

multiply and fill the earth and subdu
It, and have dominion... ﬁ 7




“l am the world’s
best raker. | rake
fantastically and |
love to rake. | don’t
know why, but |
find it very

satisfying.”

- Bill Bryson in an
Interview with The
Guardian, November
2025




Ch. 1: The Beginning of Work

» God works.
* We get to participate in his work.
» Work is good.

4



Genesis 2:15

The LORD God took the man and put
him in the garden of Eden to work it
and keep It.

4



Ch. 1: The Beginning of Work

» God works.

* We get to participate in his work.
» Work is good.
* Work is worship.
* Work is limited.

4



Genesis 2:1-3

(1) Thus the heavens and the earth were
finished, and all the host of them. (2) And on
the seventh day God finished his work that he
had done, and he rested on the seventh day
from all his work that he had done. (3) So God
blessed the seventh day and made it holy,
because on it God rested from all his work that

he had done In creation. ‘ 2




“This was Adam and Eve’s
perfect world...an entire race
of people stretching their
cognitive and creative powers |
to the limit to build a society
of balance and justice and j joy /
Here the sons of Adam and
the daughters of Eve would
learn life at the feet of the
Father, build their city in the =
shadow of the Almighty, '
create and design and expand
within the protective confines

of his kingdom...

- Dr. Sandra Richter in The Epic of
Eden




Ch. 2: The Fall of Work

 Humanity rebelled.










Ch. 2: The Fall of Work

 Humanity rebelled.
 Order = Disorder




Genesis 3:17-19

(17) ...cursed is the ground because of
you; In pain you shall eat of it all the days
of your life; (18) thorns and thistles it shall
bring forth for you; and you shall eat the
plants of the field. (19) By the sweat of

your face you shall eat bread, till you

return to the ground...




Genesis 11:4

Then they said, “Come, let us build
ourselves a city and a tower with its
top In the heavens, and let us make a
name for ourselves, lest we be
dispersed over the face of the whole

earth.” r




Ch. 2: The Fall of Work

 Humanity rebelled.

* Order - Disorder
* Work is still good.
» Work is (often) painful.
» Work is (often) an idol.




Ch. 3: The Redemption of Work

4



Colossians 1:15-20; 3:10

(1:15) [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the

firstoorn of all creation. (16) For by him all things were
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—

all things were created through him and for him...(19)

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,

(20) and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the

blood of his cross...(3:10) and [you] have put on the

new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after " Z

the image of its creator.




Ch. 3: The Redemption of Work

e Jesus died to renew work.

4



Colossians 3:23-24

(23) Whatever you do, work heartily,
as for the Lord and not for men, (24)
knowing that from the Lord you will

receive the inheritance as your

reward. You are serving the Lord
Christ.




Ch. 3: The Redemption of Work

e Jesus died to renew work.

* All our work can serve Christ and
his purposes!

4



“Work now involves
creation and healing,
repairing, restoring.
There is twice as much
work to do now than
there was in the garden.”

=\



Ch. 3: The Redemption of Work

» Jesus died to renew work.
 All our work can serve Christ and
his purposes!
« Work is still (often) painful.
» Work is still (often) an idol.

* Work is being renewed.

4



Ch. 4: The End of Work




Revelation 21:1-2; 22:1-2

(21:1) Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the
sea was no more. (2) And | saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband...(22:1) Then the angel
showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb (2) through
the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the

river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding it
fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the %

of the nations.



Ch. 4: The End of Work

* New heaven AND new earth

* A garden AND a city

» Continuity AND discontinuity
» Work will be fulfilled.

4



“I feel within me that future
life...For half a century | have
been translating my thoughts

into prose and verse...but | feel |
haven’t given utterance to the
thousandth part of what lies
within me. When | go to the grave
I can say, as others have said,
‘My day’s work is done.’ But |
cannot say, ‘My life is done.’ My
work will recommence the next
morning.”

- Victor Hugo




What are you doing?

S LTINS VT b St e -
e e it S it 1

ACHIEVEMENT
COMPENSATION
CORE IDENTITY







What are you doing?

ACHIEVEMENT
COMPENSATION CALLING
CORE IDENTITY




1 Corinthians 7:17

Only let each person lead the life that
the Lord has assigned to him, and to
which God has called him. This is my

rule in all the churches.




#4) Calling

* All legit work (not just “spiritual”
work) = calling
* No longer me-centered; God- and

other-centered.




“To make a real difference...[there would have to be] a
reappropriation of the idea of vocation or calling, a return in
a new way to the idea of work as a contribution to the good

of all and not merely as a means to one’s own
advancement.” - Robert Bellah in Habits of the Heart

4



#4) Calling

* All legit work (not just “spiritual”
work) = calling
* No longer me-centered; God- and

other-centered.

* An enlarged vision of work




What are you doing?

ACHIEVEMENT
COMPENSATION CALLING
CORE IDENTITY




Is your story of work
working?

4
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