
 

 

Bible Study Resources 
 

Some Helpful Definitions: 
 

• Commentary – A Bible commentary is a book typically written by a qualified 
Bible scholar that contains notes explaining the meaning of passages of 
Scripture. For example, a commentary on the Gospel of Matthew will begin 
with the text of Matthew 1:1 and make comments on each verse of that 
Gospel. Those notes often contain insights into the original language and 
customs of the time period, references to other Biblical texts and even 
relevant texts outside the Bible, and the meanings of unfamiliar phrases, 
metaphors, and symbols. 

• Dictionary – A Bible dictionary or encyclopedia typically contains 
alphabetically-organized definitions of different Biblical concepts, objects, 
places, customs, and characters. 

• Lexicon – A Bible Lexicon contains English definitions of the original 
Hebrew and Greek words contained in the Bible. 

• Study Bible – A Study Bible contains the inspired text of Scripture with 
notes explaining what the text means and references that connect words 
and ideas from one passage to other passages. 

• Strong’s Number System – This is an index of every Hebrew and Greek 
word in the Bible. Each word in the original language is given a unique 
number that allows the person studying to trace all the places where that 
word appears throughout Scripture as well as other words that are related 
to it. 

 
Free Digital Resources: 
 

• Read Scripture App 
o This mobile app includes the entire text of the Bible broken into an 

interactive reading plan that includes embedded videos to help you 
understand what you’re reading. 

• Blue Letter Bible 
o This is a Web site that also functions like a free “digital library” where 

you can view virtually every major English translation of the Bible 
and a multitude of tools that are designed to help you understand 
the text better. 

• Biblical Training 
o This Web site and app give you free access to seminary-level 

lectures from qualified and talented scholars and pastors from 
around the country. 
 

https://www.readscripture.org/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblicaltraining.org/


 

 

• E-Sword 
o This is a mostly free program or app that you install on your 

computer or phone. It functions as a kind of “digital library” for a 
multitude of different Bible translations, commentaries, dictionaries, 
etc. – many of which are free to download. Once you download this 
content, it’s available even offline. 

• The Gospel Coalition 
o The Gospel Coalition was co-founded by Tim Keller. Their Web site 

contains articles, book reviews, online classes, videos, podcasts, 
etc. that are Biblically and doctrinally sound and Gospel and Christ-
centered.  

• The Gospel Coalition Commentaries 
o Free, concise commentaries for every book of the Bible. 

• Desiring God Ministries 
o This Web site ministry was founded by and still centers on the 

teachings of Pastor John Piper. However, it also offers content from 
many other reputable, qualified, and gifted teachers. Every book that 
John Piper has written is also available here as a free PDF 
download. 

• Enjoying God Ministries 
o This Web site offers content mainly created by Pastor Sam Storms, 

including detailed commentaries on different books and passages of 
the Bible. 

• The Bible Project 
o This Web site and app contains tons of helpful articles, videos, 

podcasts, and graphics that range from complete overviews of entire 
Biblical books to detailed analysis of specific Biblical themes. 

• Ligonier Commentary Recommendations 
o There are so many different commentaries that have been written on 

each book of the Bible – how can you decide which are the best and 
most trustworthy? Ligonier Ministries has compiled a master list of 
their “Top 5 Recommended Commentaries for Each Book of the 
Bible.” Start here!  

• Internet Archive Digital Library 
o Before you spend a lot of money buying a commentary, check this 

Web site to see if you can borrow it for free! 
 

https://www.e-sword.net/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/commentary/
https://www.desiringgod.org/
https://www.samstorms.org/resources
https://bibleproject.com/
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/top-5-commentaries
https://archive.org/details/inlibrary

