


“Theology means ‘the science of 
God’ and I think any [person] 
who wants to think about God at 
all would like to have the 
clearest and most accurate ideas 
about Him which are 
available…If you do not listen to 
theology, that will not mean that 
you have no ideas about God. It 
will mean that you have a lot of 
wrong ones.” 

-C.S. Lewis in Mere Christianity



Sola Scriptura

•Scripture is the only infallible 
authority for faith and practice

•Church history/tradition is NOT 
infallible, but still important



The Apostles’ Creed

• Creed = statement of 
beliefs

• Probably emerged ~215 
in Rome for baptisms



Part 1:
The Foundations 

of Faith



Why do we believe what we 
believe about God?

• God has revealed Himself:

• General Revelation

• Special Revelation



General Revelation
1. Creation

A. Romans 1:19-20



Romans 1:19-20

(19) For what can be known about God 
is plain to them, because God has 
shown it to them.  (20)  For his invisible 
attributes, namely, his eternal power 
and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of 
the world, in the things that have been 
made. So they are without excuse.



General Revelation
1. Creation

A. Romans 1:19-20
B. Evidence for a Beginning



• The Big Bang 
(Friedman-Lemaitre 
Model)

• “Many people do not 
like the idea that time 
has a beginning, 
probably because it 
smacks of divine 
intervention…”            
– Stephen Hawking



General Revelation
1. Creation

A. Romans 1:19-20
B. Evidence for a Beginning
C. Evidence of Design



“I see a universe that, had it been 
constructed slightly differently, 
would never have given birth to 
stars and planets, let alone bacteria 
and people…Many good scientists 
have concluded from these 
observations that an intelligent 
God must have chosen to create 
the universe with such beautiful, 
simple, life-giving properties. 
Many other equally good scientists 
are nevertheless atheists. Both 
conclusions are positions of faith.”

– William Philips



General Revelation
1. Creation

A. Romans 1:19-20
B. Evidence for a Beginning
C. Evidence of Design

2.  Conscience
A. Romans 2:14-15



Romans 2:14-15

(14) For when Gentiles, who do not have the 
law, by nature do what the law requires, 
they are a law to themselves, even though 
they do not have the law.  (15)  They show 
that the work of the law is written on their 
hearts, while their conscience also bears 
witness, and their conflicting thoughts 
accuse or even excuse them.



General Revelation
1. Creation

A. Romans 1:19-20
B. Evidence for a Beginning
C. Evidence of Design

2.  Conscience
A. Romans 2:14-15
B. Existence of objective morality



“I do not know the 
solution.”

-Bertrand Russell on the 
problem of objective 
morality without God



Special Revelation
1. Scripture

A. Manuscript evidence
B. Historical/Archaeological 

Evidence
C. Makes sense of reality



“I believe in 
Christianity as I 
believe that the Sun 
has risen; not only 
because I see it, but 
because by it I see 
everything else.”

-C.S. Lewis



Special Revelation
2. Jesus Christ

A.  Eyewitnesses
B. Empty tomb
C. Extreme conversion
D. Executions

3. Personal Encounter 



Part 2:
The Nature 

of God



7 Clear Truths from Scripture

1. God is one 



Deuteronomy 6:4

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our 
God, the LORD is one.



1 Corinthians 8:6

Yet for us there is one God, the 
Father, from whom are all things 
and for whom we exist…



1 Corinthians 8:6

Yet for us there is one God, the 
Father, from whom are all things 
and for whom we exist, and one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, through 
whom are all things and through 
whom we exist.



7 Clear Truths from Scripture

1. God is one 

2. Jesus is God

3. Jesus is distinct from the Father

4. The Holy Spirit is God



Acts 5:3-4

(3) But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan 
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and 
to keep back for yourself part of the 
proceeds of the land?  (4)  While it remained 
unsold, did it not remain your own? And after 
it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why 
is it that you have contrived this deed in your 
heart? You have not lied to man but to God.”



7 Clear Truths from Scripture

1. God is one 

2. Jesus is God

3. Jesus is distinct from the Father

4. The Holy Spirit is God

5. The Holy Spirit is also distinct 
from the Father and Son



John 14:16-17

(16) And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another 
Helper, to be with you forever,  
(17)  even the Spirit of truth...



7 Clear Truths from Scripture

6. All three are personal in nature



John 16:13-14

(13) When the Spirit of truth comes, he 
will guide you into all the truth, for he 
will not speak on his own authority, but 
whatever he hears he will speak, and he 
will declare to you the things that are to 
come.  (14)  He will glorify me, for he 
will take what is mine and declare it to 
you.



7 Clear Truths from Scripture

6. All three are personal in nature

7. Triadic statements



Matthew 28:19

Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit…



How do we hold all these 
together?!?!

1. God is one

2. Jesus is God

3. Jesus is distinct from the Father

4. The Holy Spirit is God

5. The Holy Spirit is distinct

6. All three are personal in nature

7. Triadic statements

THE TRINITY



The Trinity

We believe that there is one 
God, eternally existing in three 
separate yet equal persons: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.



The Trinity



Why does the Trinity matter?

1. It is essential for the gospel

2. It is the source of real love



“Love is something that one person has 
for another person. If God was a single 
person, then before the world was made, 
He was not love. [Christians] believe that 
the living, dynamic activity of love has 
been going on in God forever and has 
created everything else. And that, by the 
way is perhaps the most important 
difference between Christianity and all 
other religions: that in Christianity God is 
not a static thing…but a dynamic, 
pulsating activity, a life, almost a kind of 
drama. Almost, if you will not think me 
irreverent, a kind of dance…”

-C.S. Lewis in Mere Christianity



John 17:26

I made known to them your 
name, and I will continue to 
make it known, that the love 
with which you have loved me 
may be in them, and I in them.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Renew: What Do Christians Believe? 
The Foundations of Faith & The Nature of God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 

our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day He rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. 
He will come again to judge the living 

and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church*, 

the communion of the saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Sola Scriptura means: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

“As the Lord’s Prayer is the Prayer of 
prayers and the Decalogue the Law of laws, 

so the Apostles’ Creed is the Creed of 
creeds. It contains all the fundamental 

articles of the Christian faith necessary to 
salvation, in the form of fact, in simple 
Scripture language, in the most natural 

order – the order of revelation – from God 
and the creation down to the resurrection 

and life everlasting.” 
– Philip Schaff (What Christians Ought  

to Believe 26). 

Part 1: The Foundations of Faith 
 

General Revelation Special Revelation 

1.  
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Part 2: The Nature of God 
 

7 Clear Truths from Scripture: 
 

1._____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

2._____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

3._____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

4._____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

5._____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

6._____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

7._____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

How do all of these fit 
together?! 

 
_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________ 

Additional Scriptures: Isaiah 45:18-

22; 1Timothy 2:5; Colossians 2:9; John 

1:1-3, 8:58; Luke 3:21-22; 1Corinthians 

12:4-6; Ephesians 4:30; Romans 8:26-27; 

Romans 1:1-4, 5:1-5, 15:30; 1Peter 1:1-2; 

Revelation 1:4 

 

Why does the Trinity matter? 

1.____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

2.____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



Discussion Questions 

1. What did you find most helpful or most challenging from this class? 
 

2. After hearing the teaching, do you think faith in the God of the Bible is reasonable and rational? 
What concerns do you still have that make it difficult sometimes to believe in the God of the Bible? 

 
3. If the Trinitarian God of the Bible really is the One, True God, what does that mean for your life? 

What are the implications? What should change about your thinking/ behavior? 

 

 

Weekly Devotions 

Over the course of the next three weeks, complete the devotions listed below by reading the 

assigned Scripture, answering the questions that follow, and praying in line with what you learned. 

Each devotion should take no more than 15 minutes. Consider using the ReadScripture app to 

assist you.  

(The questions are based on the English Standard Version of the Bible) 

Week 1: Read Psalm 19:1-3 

1. The psalms are, by their very nature, poetic and often utilize metaphors and figures of speech. The 

heavens and the skies do not literally and audibly “declare” or “proclaim” things. What then is this 

Psalm telling us about the heavens/sky? What purpose do they accomplish? 

2. According to this psalm, who (or how many people) hear this “speech” of the heavens/sky? 

3. What does this teach you about God (Father, Son, and Spirit)? 

4. What does this teach you about yourself (sinful attitudes/behaviors to confess and repent of, a need 

that you have, a way in which you need to grow/change, etc.) 

5. Using what you learned, spend 5 minutes in prayer 1) adoring God for who He is, 2) thanking Him for 

what He’s done, 3) depending on what you learned about yourself, asking Him for assistance, 

forgiveness, strength, etc., 4) and praising God for the assurance and love you have through the 

Gospel. 

Week 2: Read Hebrews 1:1-3 

1. According to the wording of verse 2, are “these last days” a time period still in the future or a time 

period that has already started? 

2. How has God most clearly spoken to or revealed Himself to us right now? 

3. What do verses 2-3 teach us about the Son of God (Jesus)? Does this description sound like Jesus is 

a being equal to or lesser than God? 

4. What does this teach you about God (Father, Son, and Spirit)? 

5. What does this teach you about yourself (sinful attitudes/behaviors to confess and repent of, a need 

that you have, a way in which you need to grow/change, etc.) 

6. Using what you learned, spend 5 minutes in prayer 1) adoring God for who He is, 2) thanking Him for 

what He’s done, 3) depending on what you learned about yourself, asking Him for assistance, 

forgiveness, strength, etc., 4) and praising God for the assurance and love you have through the 

Gospel. 

 



Week 3:  Read Galatians 4:4-7 

1. Where do you see each person of the Trinity in these verses? What is the role that each person plays? 

2. According to these verses, what did the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit work together to accomplish for 

us? Who are we before receiving this work of the Triune God and who are we after we receive it? 

3. What does this teach you about God (Father, Son, and Spirit)? 

4. What does this teach you about yourself (sinful attitudes/behaviors to confess and repent of, a need 

that you have, a way in which you need to grow/change, etc.) 

5. Using what you learned, spend 5 minutes in prayer 1) adoring God for who He is, 2) thanking Him for 

what He’s done, 3) depending on what you learned about yourself, asking Him for assistance, 

forgiveness, strength, etc., 4) and praising God for the assurance and love you have through the 

Gospel. 

 

Resources 

Books 

• The Reason for God – Timothy Keller 
• Making Sense of God – Timothy Keller 

• Confronting Christianity – Rebecca McLaughlin 

• On Guard: Defending Your Faith with Reason & Precision – William Lane Craig 
• Mere Christianity – C.S. Lewis 

• What Christians Ought to Believe – Michael F. Bird 
• Systematic Theology – Wayne Grudem 

• Bible Doctrine – Wayne Grudem 
 

Articles 

• https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-reliable.html 

• https://www.thevillagechurch.net/resources/articles/biblical-history-a-visual-timeline  
• https://tabletalkmagazine.com/posts/jesus-the-shema-and-the-glorious-trinity/ 

• https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/no-trinity-no-love/ 
 

Video/Audio 

• Biblical Training.org: Systematic Theology – Dr. Bruce Ware 
o Doctrine of Scripture 
o Special Revelation; Inspiration 
o Theism; Proof of God’s Existence 
o Knowledge of God; the Trinity 
o The Trinity 

• Five Reasons You Can Trust Your Bible – J. Warner Wallace 
• Who is God? – The Bible Project   

• Why is God 3 Persons? – Gavin Ortlund 
• How to Better Understand the Holy Trinity – The Gospel Coalition 

 
*In this context, ”catholic church” simply refers to the one universal body of Christian believers from all over the world and throughout 
time. It is not referring to the institution of the Roman Catholic Church as it is known today, which did not exist when the Apostles’ 
Creed first originated. 

https://www.amazon.com/Reason-God-Belief-Age-Skepticism/dp/1594483493/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1WX900UT55JBZ&keywords=reason+for+god&qid=1695059113&s=books&sprefix=reason+for+god%2Cstripbooks%2C73&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Making-Sense-God-Finding-Modern/dp/0143108700/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2PCOSDWX6JTZM&keywords=making+sense+of+god&qid=1695059140&s=books&sprefix=making+sense+of+god%2Cstripbooks%2C77&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Confronting-Christianity-Questions-Largest-Religion/dp/1433564238/ref=sr_1_1?crid=344TX0RQ4EWWK&keywords=confronting+christianity+book&qid=1695059160&s=books&sprefix=confronting%2Cstripbooks%2C76&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Guard-Defending-Faith-Reason-Precision/dp/1434764885/ref=sr_1_5?crid=18ML64L3H5DXB&keywords=on+guard+william+lane+craig&qid=1695059193&s=books&sprefix=on+guard%2Cstripbooks%2C81&sr=1-5
https://www.amazon.com/Mere-Christianity-C-S-Lewis/dp/0060652926/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2WCUABBRL2U3A&keywords=mere+christianity&qid=1695059040&s=books&sprefix=mere+christianity%2Cstripbooks%2C68&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/What-Christians-Ought-Believe-Introduction/dp/0310520924/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1JZWPR42OZBO9&keywords=what+christians+ought+to+believe+by+michael+bird&qid=1695059078&s=books&sprefix=what+christians+ought+to+%2Cstripbooks%2C74&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Systematic-Theology-Second-Introduction-Biblical/dp/0310517974/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2OJDU6C2SS8S&keywords=systematic+theology+wayne+grudem&qid=1695059096&s=books&sprefix=systematic%2Cstripbooks%2C77&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Doctrine-Essential-Teachings-Christian/dp/0310222338
https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-reliable.html
https://www.thevillagechurch.net/resources/articles/biblical-history-a-visual-timeline
https://tabletalkmagazine.com/posts/jesus-the-shema-and-the-glorious-trinity/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/no-trinity-no-love/
https://www.biblicaltraining.org/learn/institute/th503-systematic-theology-i/th503-07-doctrine-of-scripture
https://www.biblicaltraining.org/learn/institute/th503-systematic-theology-i/th503-08-special-revelation-inspiration
https://www.biblicaltraining.org/learn/institute/th503-systematic-theology-i/th503-11-theism-proof-of-gods-existence
https://www.biblicaltraining.org/learn/institute/th503-systematic-theology-i/th503-12-knowledge-of-god-the-trinity
https://www.biblicaltraining.org/learn/institute/th503-systematic-theology-i/th503-13-the-trinity
https://youtu.be/nvOsR1-YHTQ?si=k-9-FyJxRnAUB3lo
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/god-video/
https://youtu.be/jiEvLNzqwSE?si=8uAtNYopWItTnuU3
https://youtu.be/aTToBMda3VE?si=qf9aWknTSfkuUBDh




“If I had an hour with a non-
Christian, I would spend the first 
55 minutes on the topic of 
creation and the last five minutes 
on an actual presentation of the 
gospel.”

- Francis Schaeffer



“That [man’s] origin, his growth, his hopes 
and fears, his loves and his beliefs, are but 
the outcome of accidental collocations of 
atoms; that no fire, no heroism, no intensity 
of thought and feeling, can preserve an 
individual life beyond the grave; that all the 
labours of the ages, all the devotion, all the 
inspiration, all the noonday brightness of 
human genius, are destined to extinction in 
the vast death of the solar system…all these 
things, if not quite beyond dispute, are yet so 
nearly certain, that no philosophy which 
rejects them can hope to stand.”

- Bertrand Russell in Mysticism & Logic



The Big Questions
1. What is the purpose of the universe? 

There is none.

2. What is the meaning of life? Ditto.

3. Why am I here? Just dumb luck.

4. What is the difference between right 
and wrong, good and bad? There is no 
moral difference between them.

5. What happens when we die? Everything 
pretty much goes on as before, except us.



Part 1:
Creation



WHO?



Genesis 1:1

In the beginning, God created 
the heavens and the earth.



WHO?

•God 
•The Father



Genesis 1:2

The earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was 
over the face of the deep. And 
the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the 
waters.



Genesis 1:3

And God said, “Let there be 
light,” and there was light.



John 1:1-3

(1) In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.  (2)  He was in 
the beginning with God.  (3)  All 
things were made through him…



WHO?

•God 
•The Father
•The Holy Spirit & the Son are 
His “agents”



WHAT?



John 1:3

All things were made through 
him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made.



WHAT?
•God made everything that was made



Colossians 1:16

For by him all things were 
created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or authorities...



WHAT?
•God made everything that was made
•Natural & supernatural

•Humans = unique within creation



Genesis 1:26

Then God said, “Let us make 
man in our image, after our 
likeness…”



WHAT?
•God made everything that was made
•Natural & supernatural

•Humans = unique within creation
•Made in God’s image



Genesis 1:28

And God blessed them. And God 
said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the heavens and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth.”



WHAT?
•God made everything that was made
•Natural & supernatural

•Humans = unique within creation
•Made in God’s image
•Made to rule
•Adam & Eve = real, historical 
people



HOW?
•God made everything from 
nothing
•Ex nihilo (Rom. 4:17; Heb. 11:3)



“The biggest mystery concerning the 

history of our universe is what 

happened before the big bang. Where 

did our universe come from?” 

- Avi Loeb in The Scientific American



HOW?
•God made everything from 
nothing
•Ex nihilo (Rom. 4:17; Heb. 11:3)

•God made everything good
•Gnosticism denied this truth



1 Timothy 4:1, 3

(1) Now the Spirit expressly says that in 
later times some will depart from the 
faith by devoting themselves to deceitful 
spirits and teachings of demons...(3)  
who forbid marriage and require 
abstinence from foods that God created 
to be received with thanksgiving by 
those who believe and know the truth.



1 Timothy 4:4

For everything created by God 
is good…



WHY?
•NOT due to any lack in Himself



Ephesians 1:9-10

(9) making known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to 
his purpose, which he set forth in 
Christ  (10)  as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to unite all things 
in him, things in heaven and things 
on earth.



Ephesians 1:6,12, 14, 

(6) to the praise of his glorious 
grace

(12)…to the praise of his glory

(14)…to the praise of his glory



WHY?
•NOT due to any lack in Himself

•God made everything for His 
glory



WHEN?

•In 

•the 

•beginning



What does this teach us 
about…?

GOD:
•He’s the main 
character
•He’s unique
•He’s independent
•He’s almighty
•He’s good

OURSELVES:
•We are NOT the 
main characters
•We owe God 
everything
•We should enjoy, 
cultivate, and care 
for creation



The Big Questions
1) What is the purpose of 

the universe?

There is none.

To glorify God.

2) What is the meaning of 

life?

Ditto.

Ditto.

3) Why am I here? Just dumb luck.

God designed you on purpose to know and 

glorify Him & enjoy, care for, and rule creation.

4) What is the difference 

between right and wrong?

There is no moral difference between them.

God is the deciding factor between them – He 

sets the standard.

5) What happens when we 

die?

Everything pretty much goes on as before, 

except us.
We continue to exist; creation will one day be 

made new and everlasting.



The Big Questions

6) What is wrong with us? Nothing.

??



Part 2:
Fall



Romans 5:12, 19

(12) Therefore, just as sin came into 
the world through one man, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all 
men because all sinned..

(19) ...by the one man's disobedience 
the many were made sinners...



What’s wrong with us?

•Original Sin
•Adam’s sin

•Our sinful nature

•Our sin

•Death

What’s the solution?



Romans 5:17-18

(17) For if, because of one man's trespass, 
death reigned through that one man, much 
more will those who receive the 
abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the one 
man Jesus Christ.  (18)  Therefore, as one 
trespass led to condemnation for all men, 
so one act of righteousness leads to 
justification and life for all men.



What’s wrong with us?

•Original Sin
•Adam’s sin

•Our sinful nature

•Our sin

•Death

What’s the solution?

•Jesus Christ
• Jesus’ obedience

•Our justification

•Our righteousness

• Life



Romans 5:17-18

(17) For if, because of one man's trespass, 
death reigned through that one man, much 
more will those who receive the 
abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the one 
man Jesus Christ.  (18)  Therefore, as one 
trespass led to condemnation for all men, 
so one act of righteousness leads to 
justification and life. for all men.



“In the cross of Christ, as in a magnificent 
theater, the inestimable goodness of God 
is displayed before the whole world. In all 
the creatures, indeed, both high and low, 
the glory of God shines, but nowhere has 
it shone more brightly than in the cross, in 
which there has been an astonishing 
change of things, the condemnation of all 
men has been manifested, sin has been 
blotted out, salvation has been restored 
to men; and, in short, the whole world has 
been renewed, and everything restored 
to good order.” 

- John Calvin in his Commentary on the 
Gospel of John



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Renew: What Do Christians Believe? 
Creation & Fall 

I believe in God, the Father 
almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 

On the third day He rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. 

He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church*, 

the communion of the saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

The Apostles’ Creed 

BASIC QUESTIONS: 
 

1. WHO? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

2. WHAT? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

3. HOW? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

4. WHY? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

5. WHEN? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
 

Part 1: Creation 
 

What does this teach us about…? 
 

1) God: 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

2) Ourselves: 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Part 2: Fall 
 

BIG QUESTIONS: 
 

1. What is the purpose of the universe? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the meaning of life? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why am I here? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is the difference between right and wrong, good and bad? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What happens when we die? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

What’s wrong with us? What’s the solution? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Discussion & Reflection Questions 

Your group leader will choose 2 of these questions to discuss in the breakout meeting: 
1. Which of the answers to the “Basic Questions” about creation did you find most helpful or enlightening? 

 

2. All of us have a tendency to live like we are the main characters in the grand story of the world – like everything 

exists mainly for our benefit. How do you see this manifest in humanity in general? In your own life? What’s one 

thing you can change to more consistently live like God is the main character of the story? 

 

3. During the class, we talked about why God created us – our ultimate purpose. Explain that purpose in your own 

words. Do you think you’re currently fulfilling this ultimate purpose? What about your life could change to 

better fulfill it? 

 

4. Which one of the “Big Questions” of life is most important to you right now? How did the teaching challenge or 

confirm your own answer to that question? 

 

5. It’s often uncomfortable to be told, “Something’s wrong with you.” And yet, that’s exactly what the story of 

Creation and the Fall are saying to all of us. What do you see in the world around you or in your own life that 

confirms this is true? How can we move from pessimism/despair about this truth to optimism/hope? 

 

Weekly Devotions 

Over the course of the next three weeks, complete the devotions listed below by reading the assigned 

Scripture, answering the questions that follow, and praying in line with what you learned. Each devotion 

should take no more than 15 minutes. Consider using the ReadScripture app to assist you.  

(The questions are based on the English Standard Version of the Bible) 

Week 1: Read Psalm 8:3-9 

1. When the Psalmist (King David) looks up at the greatness of the heavens, how does it make him feel about 

himself and humanity in general? 

2. In what way has God crowned mankind with glory and honor? After considering all of this, what is the final 

thing that King David does in this Psalm? 

3. What does this teach you about God? 

4. What does this teach you about yourself (sinful attitudes/behaviors to confess and repent of, a need that you 

have, a way in which you need to grow/change, etc.) 

5. Using what you learned, spend 5 minutes in prayer 1) adoring God for who He is, 2) thanking Him for what He’s 

done, 3) depending on what you learned about yourself, asking Him for assistance, forgiveness, strength, etc., 

4) and praising God for the assurance and love you have through the Gospel. 

 

Week 2: Read Genesis 2:16-17; 3:1-24 

1. Adam and Eve were made to glorify God and rule over creation – how did they fail to do that in this story? 

2. What were the consequences of Adam and Eve’s failure? 

3. What does this teach you about God? 

4. What does this teach you about yourself (sinful attitudes/behaviors to confess and repent of, a need that you 

have, a way in which you need to grow/change, etc.) 

5. Using what you learned, spend 5 minutes in prayer 1) adoring God for who He is, 2) thanking Him for what He’s 

done, 3) depending on what you learned about yourself, asking Him for assistance, forgiveness, strength, etc., 

4) and praising God for the assurance and love you have through the Gospel. 



Week 3:  Romans 8:18-23 

1. According to verses 20-21, what is wrong with creation right now?  

2. According to verses 19 and 22-23, what is all of creation eagerly waiting for? What will happen to creation once 

that time arrives (verse 21)? 

3. What does this teach you about God? 

4. What does this teach you about yourself (sinful attitudes/behaviors to confess and repent of, a need that you 

have, a way in which you need to grow/change, etc.) 

5. Using what you learned, spend 5 minutes in prayer 1) adoring God for who He is, 2) thanking Him for what He’s 

done, 3) depending on what you learned about yourself, asking Him for assistance, forgiveness, strength, etc., 

4) and praising God for the assurance and love you have through the Gospel. 

 

Resources 

Books 

• What Christians Ought to Believe – Michael F. Bird 

• Systematic Theology – Wayne Grudem 

• Bible Doctrine – Wayne Grudem 

• Creation – Andrew M. Davis (free to download online) 

• From Creation to New Creation – Tim Chester 

• God’s Big Picture – Vaughan Roberts 

• God’s Passion for His Glory – John Piper (free to download online) 
 
 

Articles 

• https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/the-doctrine-of-creation/ 

• https://www.ligonier.org/guides/creation 

• https://www.paultripp.com/articles/posts/the-doctrine-of-creation-article 

• https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/evangelical-interpretations-genesis-1-2/ 

• https://tabletalkmagazine.com/posts/the-bibles-conflict-free-creation-story/ 

• https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/can-life-have-meaning-without-god/ 

• https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/trinity-and-creation 

• https://www.ligonier.org/podcasts/ultimately-with-rc-sproul/original-sin-ultimately-podcast 

• https://www.ligonier.org/guides/culture 

• https://reasons.org/explore/publications/articles/were-they-real-the-scientific-case-for-adam-and-eve 

• https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/satan-come-from/ 
 
 
Video/Audio 

• Genesis 1 – Bible Project 

• Creation Lecture – R.C. Sproul 

• The God Who Made Everything – D.A. Carson 

• Jonathan Edwards: God’s Goal in Creation – Joe Rigney 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*In this context, ”catholic church” simply refers to the one universal body of Christian believers from all over the world and throughout 
time. It is not referring to the institution of the Roman Catholic Church as it is known today, which did not exist when the Apostles’ 
Creed first originated. 

https://www.amazon.com/What-Christians-Ought-Believe-Introduction/dp/0310520924/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1JZWPR42OZBO9&keywords=what+christians+ought+to+believe+by+michael+bird&qid=1695059078&s=books&sprefix=what+christians+ought+to+%2Cstripbooks%2C74&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Systematic-Theology-Second-Introduction-Biblical/dp/0310517974/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2OJDU6C2SS8S&keywords=systematic+theology+wayne+grudem&qid=1695059096&s=books&sprefix=systematic%2Cstripbooks%2C77&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Doctrine-Essential-Teachings-Christian/dp/0310222338
http://tgc-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/booklets/Creation.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Creation-New-Tim-Chester/dp/190831785X
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0830853642/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0830853642&linkCode=as2&tag=leaderresou0e-20&linkId=YW5AY6FCDMIIKYTQ
https://www.desiringgod.org/books/gods-passion-for-his-glory
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/the-doctrine-of-creation/
https://www.ligonier.org/guides/creation
https://www.paultripp.com/articles/posts/the-doctrine-of-creation-article
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/evangelical-interpretations-genesis-1-2/
https://tabletalkmagazine.com/posts/the-bibles-conflict-free-creation-story/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/can-life-have-meaning-without-god/
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/trinity-and-creation
https://www.ligonier.org/podcasts/ultimately-with-rc-sproul/original-sin-ultimately-podcast
https://www.ligonier.org/guides/culture
https://reasons.org/explore/publications/articles/were-they-real-the-scientific-case-for-adam-and-eve
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/satan-come-from/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/genesis-1/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/genesis-1/
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/series/dust-to-glory/creation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rO2ZodTbNdU&t=848s
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/jonathan-edwards-gods-goal-in-creation/#course-introduction




Act 1:
Creation



Act 2:
Fall



Act 3:
Rescue



“The Hero is our 
protagonist, or central 
character, whose primary 
purpose is to separate 
from the ordinary World 
and sacrifice himself for 
the service of the Journey 
at hand-to answer the 
challenge, complete the 
quest and restore the 
Ordinary World’s balance.” 

– Stuart Voytilla in Myths & 
the Movies



1. Crown

2. Cradle3. Cross

4. Crown

Jesus’ Hero Journey



Scene 1:
Crown



The What

• Jesus existed eternally as 
God before His birth



Philippians 2:5-6

(5) Have this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in 
Christ Jesus,  (6)  who, though 
he was in the form of God, did 
not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped



The Why

• The rest of the rescue plan 
depends on it



Scene 2:
Cradle



The What

• Jesus became fully human



Philippians 2:7-8

(7) but emptied himself, by 
taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness of 
men.  (8)  And being found in 
human form, he humbled 
himself…



The What

• Jesus became fully human

• Jesus remained fully God



Philippians 2:7

but emptied himself, by 
taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness of 
men.



“Remaining what he 
was, he became what 
he was not.” 

– Gregory of Nazianzus 
in On God & Christ



The Why

• To sympathize with us



Hebrews 4:15

For we do not have a high priest 
who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but one who in 
every respect has been tempted 
as we are, yet without sin. 



“Only those who try to resist 
temptation know how strong it is. 
After all, you find out the strength 
of the German army by fighting 
against it, not by giving in. You find 
out the strength of a wind by trying 
to walk against it, not by lying 
down…Christ, because He was the 
only man who never yielded to 
temptation, is also the only man 
who knows to the full what 
temptation means.” 

– C.S. Lewis in Mere Christianity



Hebrews 4:16

Let us then with confidence draw 
near to the throne of grace, that 
we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need.



The Why

• To sympathize with us

• To obey on our behalf



Romans 5:19

For as by the one man's 
disobedience the many were 
made sinners, so by the one 
man's obedience the many 
will be made righteous.



The Why

• To sympathize with us

• To obey on our behalf

• To die for us



Hebrews 2:14

Since therefore the children 
share in flesh and blood, he 
himself likewise partook of the 
same things, that through death 
he might destroy the one who 
has the power of death, that is, 
the devil



Scene 3:
Cross



Philippians 2:8

And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on 
a cross. 



The What

• _______________ Sacrifice 





The What

• _______________ Sacrifice 



The What

• Substitutionary Sacrifice 



Isaiah 53:4-7

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten 
by God, and afflicted.  (5)  But he was pierced for 
our transgressions; he was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 
brought us peace, and with his wounds we are 
healed…(7)  He was oppressed, and he was 
afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a 
lamb that is led to the slaughter…



The Why

• Redemption



Romans 3:23-24

(23) for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God,  (24)  
and are justified by his grace as 
a gift, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus,



The Why

• Redemption

• Propitiation



Romans 3:25

whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be 
received by faith…



1 John 4:10

In this is love, not that we have 
loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.



The Why

• Redemption

• Propitiation

• Reconciliation



Romans 5:10

For if while we were enemies 
we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son, much 
more, now that we are 
reconciled, shall we be saved 
by his life.



Scene 4:
Crown



The What

• Jesus rose from the dead 
bodily & eternally



Luke 24:39

See my hands and my feet, that 
it is I myself. Touch me, and see. 
For a spirit does not have flesh 
and bones as you see that I 
have.



Romans 6:9

We know that Christ, being 
raised from the dead, will never 
die again; death no longer has 
dominion over him.



The What

• Jesus rose from the dead 
bodily & eternally

• Jesus ascended to heaven to 
intercede for us



Romans 8:34

Who is to condemn? Christ 
Jesus is the one who died—more 
than that, who was raised—who 
is at the right hand of God, who 
indeed is interceding for us.



The What

• Jesus rose from the dead 
bodily & eternally

• Jesus ascended to heaven to 
intercede for us

• Jesus will literally return to 
reign as king



1 Thessalonians 4:14-17
(14) For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 
have fallen asleep.  (15)  For this we declare to you by a 
word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who 
have fallen asleep.  (16)  For the Lord himself will descend 
from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And 
the dead in Christ will rise first.  (17)  Then we who are 
alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will 
always be with the Lord.



The Why

• Jesus is King…right now and 
forever



Philippians 2:9-11

Therefore God has highly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name,  (10)  so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth,  (11)  and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.



The Big Question

• How then shall we live?



Galatians 2:20

…And the life I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me.



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Renew: What Do Christians Believe? 
Rescue 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only 

Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the 
Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was 

buried. 
He descended to the dead. 

On the third day He rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. 

He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church*, 

the communion of the saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

The Apostles’ Creed Jesus’ Hero Journey 

Scene 1: ________________ 

The What: ____________________________ 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

The Why:_____________________________ 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

Scene 2: ________________ 

The What: ____________________________ 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

The Why:_____________________________ 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Scene 3: ________________ 

The What:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Why:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Scene 4: ________________ 

The What:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Why:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BIG QUESTION: How then shall we live? 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 



Discussion & Reflection Questions 

Your group leader will choose 2 of these questions to discuss in the breakout meeting: 
1. Which part of Jesus’ “Hero Journey” are you most drawn towards? Why? 

 

2. When you think about or talk about Jesus, do you tend to focus on his humanity or his divinity? Why? Based on 

what you learned in this class, why is it important to hold onto both Jesus’ full humanity and full divinity without 

neglecting either? 

 

3. Out of the three accomplishments of the cross that we discussed during the class (propitiation, reconciliation, 

redemption), which one do you find most helpful in your life right now? Why? Do you find any of them difficult to 

accept or understand? Why? 

 

4. How should the truths of Jesus’ rescue operation that you learned in this class shape the way you think about, talk 

about, and react to the negative things happening all around us (e.g. wars, political divisions, economic troubles, 

scandals, tragedies, etc.)? 

 

5. What do you think it would look like for you (personally and uniquely) to live your life every day by faith in Jesus 

Christ and what He’s done for you? 

 

Weekly Devotions 

Over the course of the next three weeks, complete the devotions listed below by reading the assigned 

Scripture, answering the questions that follow, and praying in line with what you learned. Each devotion 

should take no more than 15 minutes. Consider using the ReadScripture app to assist you.  

(The questions are based on the English Standard Version of the Bible) 

Week 1: John 8:56-59 

1. Who is Jesus speaking to in these verses? What does he say to them? How do they react? 

2. What does this episode in Jesus’ life teach us about who he really is? 

3. What does this teach you about God? 

4. What does this teach you about yourself (sinful attitudes/behaviors to confess and repent of, a need that you 

have, a way in which you need to grow/change, etc.) 

5. Using what you learned, spend 5 minutes in prayer 1) adoring God for who He is, 2) thanking Him for what He’s 

done, 3) depending on what you learned about yourself, asking Him for assistance, forgiveness, strength, etc., 

4) and praising God for the assurance and love you have through the Gospel. 

 

Week 2: Read Colossians 2:13-15 

1. What kind of word picture or metaphor does Paul use to describe Jesus’ crucifixion in verse 14? 

2. Looking at all three verses, what benefits did Jesus actually accomplish for us through his death on the cross? 

3. What does this teach you about God? 

4. What does this teach you about yourself (sinful attitudes/behaviors to confess and repent of, a need that you 

have, a way in which you need to grow/change, etc.) 

5. Using what you learned, spend 5 minutes in prayer 1) adoring God for who He is, 2) thanking Him for what He’s 

done, 3) depending on what you learned about yourself, asking Him for assistance, forgiveness, strength, etc., 

4) and praising God for the assurance and love you have through the Gospel. 

 

 



Week 3:  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

1. The phrase “the day of the Lord” is a very common way for Biblical writers to talk about the return of Jesus 

Christ. How does the Apostle Paul describe this day? 

2. According to these verses, how should followers of Jesus respond to his impending return? What should their 

attitude be? 

3. What does this teach you about God? 

4. What does this teach you about yourself (sinful attitudes/behaviors to confess and repent of, a need that you 

have, a way in which you need to grow/change, etc.) 

5. Using what you learned, spend 5 minutes in prayer 1) adoring God for who He is, 2) thanking Him for what He’s 

done, 3) depending on what you learned about yourself, asking Him for assistance, forgiveness, strength, etc., 

4) and praising God for the assurance and love you have through the Gospel. 

 

Resources 

Books 

• What Christians Ought to Believe – Michael F. Bird 

• Systematic Theology – Wayne Grudem 

• Bible Doctrine – Wayne Grudem 

• Hidden Christmas: The Surprising Truth Behind the Birth of Christ – Timothy Keller 

• Encounters with Jesus – Timothy Keller 

• The Cross of Christ – John Stott  

• Scandalous: The Cross & Resurrection of Jesus – D.A. Carson 

• 50 Reason Why Jesus Came to Die – John Piper (free to download online) 

• Surprised by Hope – N.T. Wright 

• Come, Lord Jesus: Meditations on the Second Coming of Christ – John Piper (free to download online) 

• The Theology of the Book of Revelation – Richard Bauckham 
 
Articles 

• https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/how-can-jesus-be-god-and-man 

• https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/what-is-the-hypostatic-union 

• https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/faith-and-the-imputation-of-righteousness 

• https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/substitutionary-atonement/  

• https://www.9marks.org/article/what-did-the-cross-achieve-the-logic-of-penal-substitution/ 

• https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/intercessory-work-christ/  

• https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/topics/atonement/ 

• https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/eschatology/#course-introduction 

• https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/the-return-of-christ/  
 
Video/Audio 

• Systematic Theology Lectures 1-8 – Dr. Bruce Ware for BiblicalTraining.org 

• The Birth of Jesus – BibleProject 

• Animal Sacrifices in the Bible & the Connection to Jesus – BibleProject 

• The Resurrection of Jesus - BibleProject 

• Evening of Eschatology Roundtable Discussion – DesiringGod Ministries 
 
 
 
*In this context, ”catholic church” simply refers to the one universal body of Christian believers from all over the world and throughout 
time. It is not referring to the institution of the Roman Catholic Church as it is known today, which did not exist when the Apostles’ 
Creed first originated. 

https://www.amazon.com/What-Christians-Ought-Believe-Introduction/dp/0310520924/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1JZWPR42OZBO9&keywords=what+christians+ought+to+believe+by+michael+bird&qid=1695059078&s=books&sprefix=what+christians+ought+to+%2Cstripbooks%2C74&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Systematic-Theology-Second-Introduction-Biblical/dp/0310517974/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2OJDU6C2SS8S&keywords=systematic+theology+wayne+grudem&qid=1695059096&s=books&sprefix=systematic%2Cstripbooks%2C77&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Doctrine-Essential-Teachings-Christian/dp/0310222338
https://www.amazon.com/Hidden-Christmas-Surprising-Behind-Christ/dp/0143133780/ref=sr_1_1?crid=12IKIM3HYWVXE&keywords=keller+christmas&qid=1699906828&s=books&sprefix=keller+christma%2Cstripbooks%2C69&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Encounters-Jesus-Unexpected-Answers-Questions/dp/1594633533/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2UWJOY8EE5N34&keywords=encounters+with+jesus&qid=1699906787&s=books&sprefix=encounters+with+jesus%2Cstripbooks%2C62&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Cross-Christ-John-Stott/dp/083083320X
https://www.amazon.com/Scandalous-Cross-Resurrection-D-Carson/dp/1433511258
https://www.desiringgod.org/books/fifty-reasons-why-jesus-came-to-die
https://www.amazon.com/Surprised-Hope-Rethinking-Resurrection-Mission/dp/0062089978/ref=sr_1_1?crid=UZ7EUXB6NBHB&keywords=surprised+by+hope&qid=1699907094&s=books&sprefix=surprised+by+hope%2Cstripbooks%2C63&sr=1-1
https://www.desiringgod.org/books/come-lord-jesus
https://www.amazon.com/Theology-Book-Revelation-New-Testament/dp/0521356911
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/how-can-jesus-be-god-and-man
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/what-is-the-hypostatic-union
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/faith-and-the-imputation-of-righteousness
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/substitutionary-atonement/
https://www.9marks.org/article/what-did-the-cross-achieve-the-logic-of-penal-substitution/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/intercessory-work-christ/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/topics/atonement/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/eschatology/#course-introduction
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/the-return-of-christ/
https://www.biblicaltraining.org/learn/institute/th504-systematic-theology-ii
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/gospel-luke-1/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/sacrifice-and-atonement/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/gospel-luke-5/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4S0TQ2dXnms




Renew Small Groups

• Charles Truscan

• David Mangin

• severn.cc/renew



Act 1: 

Creation

Act 2: 

Fall

Act 3: 

Rescue

Act 4:

New Creation



2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the new 
has come.



Revelation 21:3-5

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. 
He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their 
God.  (4)  He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall 
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, 
for the former things have passed away.”  (5)  And 
he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I 
am making all things new”…



WHEN?



2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the new 
has come.



WHEN?
• Already, But Not Yet



“Something which 
happened in the past has 
inaugurated something 
new which will reach its 

final consummation in the 
future.” 

– Alister McGrath in Theology 
Basics



WHAT?



WHAT does it include?



Revelation 21:5

And he who was seated on the 
throne said, “Behold, I am 
making all things new”…



WHAT does it include?
• All things!



Revelation 21:1

Then I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth, for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed 
away…



WHAT does it include?
• All things!
• New heaven and new earth = 
transformed material universe
• Some things RENEWED, some 
things REMOVED



Revelation 21:2

And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband.



WHAT does it include?
• All things!
• New heaven and new earth = 
transformed material universe
• Some things RENEWED, some 
things REMOVED
• Spiritual heaven will join material 
earth



WHAT is it like?
FUTURE

• Resurrected Bodies

PRESENT



1 Corinthians 15:19-20

(19) If in Christ we have hope in 
this life only, we are of all people 
most to be pitied.  (20)  But in 
fact Christ has been raised from 
the dead, the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep.



1 Corinthians 15:42-43

(42) So is it with the resurrection 
of the dead. What is sown is 
perishable; what is raised is 
imperishable.  (43)  It is sown in 
dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is 
sown in weakness; it is raised in 
power.



WHAT is it like?
FUTURE

• Resurrected Bodies

• Imperishable, glorious, 
powerful

• Everlasting Life

PRESENT



John 10:10

…I came that they may have life 
and have it abundantly.



WHAT is it like?
FUTURE

• Resurrected Bodies
• Imperishable, 

glorious, powerful

•Everlasting Life
•Abundant

•Community

PRESENT

• The church



1 Peter 2:9

But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called 
you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 



Defining the Church:

The people that God, through 
Christ, has called out of darkness 
into his light in order to love and 

serve Him, each other, and the 
world by proclaiming his 

excellencies.



WHAT is it like?
FUTURE

• Resurrected Bodies
• Imperishable, 
glorious, 
powerful

•Everlasting Life
•Abundant

•Community

PRESENT

• The church
•Holy
•Catholic
•Referring to the 
whole



“The church is called ‘catholic’ because 
it is spread throughout the entire

inhabited world, from one end to the 
other, and because it teaches in its 

totality and without leaving anything 
out every doctrine which people need 

to know...It is also called “catholic” 
because it brings to obedience every

sort of person – whether rulers or their 
subjects, the educated and the 

unlearned. It also makes available a 
universal remedy and cure to every kind 

of sin.

– Cyril of Jerusalem



WHAT is it like?
FUTURE

• Resurrected Bodies
• Imperishable, 
glorious, 
powerful

•Everlasting Life
•Abundant

•Community

PRESENT

• The church
•Holy
•Catholic
•Referring to the 
whole

• Foretaste of New 
Jerusalem



WHY?
• For God’s glory!



1 Peter 2:9

But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called 
you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 



HOW & WHO?
• The Holy Spirit!
• The Giver of Life



Romans 8:9-11

You, however, are not in the flesh but in the 
Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ 
does not belong to him.  (10)  But if Christ is in 
you, although the body is dead because of sin, 
the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  (11)  
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus 
from the dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.



HOW & WHO?
• The Holy Spirit!
• The Giver of Life
• Both individually & 
corporately



1 Corinthians 12:13

For in one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and all 
were made to drink of one Spirit.



New Creation Summary:

God the Father sent His Son Jesus to rescue us 
from our sins and give us the gift of His Holy 

Spirit to make us into both individual new 
creations and a corporate new creation called 

the church. 

This new creation has been inaugurated now, 
but will be completed and consummated in the 

future after Christ returns and God makes all 
things new forever.



The Big Question

• How then shall we live?
• By faith!



Romans 8:12-13

So then, brothers, we are 
debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh.  (13)  For if 
you live according to the flesh 
you will die, but if by the Spirit 
you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live.



The Big Question

• How then shall we live?
• By faith!
• A transformed life empowered 
by the Holy Spirit!
• WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE: 
Colossians 3



Colossians 3:1-4

(1) If then you have been raised with Christ, 
seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God.  (2)  Set 
your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth.  (3)  For you have 
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God.  (4)  When Christ who is your life 
appears, then you also will appear with him 
in glory.



“If you read history, you will 
find that the Christians who did 
most for the present world were 
just those who thought most of 
the next… It is since Christians 
have largely ceased to think of 
the other world that they have 
become so ineffective in this. 

Aim at Heaven and you will get 
earth ‘thrown in’: aim at earth 

and you will get neither.”

– C.S. Lewis in Mere Christianity



What a New Creation Life 
Looks Like:

• Col. 3:1-4 = Be heavenly minded



Colossians 3:5-9

Put to death therefore what is earthly in 
you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, 
evil desire, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry…(8)  But now you must put them 
all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, 
and obscene talk from your mouth.  (9)  
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you 
have put off the old self with its practices



What a New Creation Life 
Looks Like:

• Col. 3:1-4 = Be heavenly minded

• Col. 3:5-9 = Put off some things



Colossians 3:10-14

(10) and [you] have put on the new self, 
which is being renewed in knowledge 
after the image of its creator.  …(12)  
Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy 
and beloved, compassionate hearts, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience…(14)  And above all these put 
on love…



What a New Creation Life 
Looks Like:

• Col. 3:1-4 = Be heavenly minded

• Col. 3:5-9 = Put off some things

• Col. 3:10-14 = Put on some things



Colossians 3:15-16

(15) And let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in one body. And be thankful.  
(16)  Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly, teaching and admonishing one 
another in all wisdom, singing psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God.



What a New Creation Life 
Looks Like:

• Col. 3:1-4 = Be heavenly minded

• Col. 3:5-9 = Put off some things

• Col. 3:10-14 = Put on some things

• Col. 3:15-16 = Commit to the church







“Our greatest need is to

become

who we 

already are

in Christ.”

– Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Renew: What Do Christians Believe? 
New Creation 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only 

Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day He rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. 
He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church*, 

the communion of the saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 
1.  WHEN? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2a.  WHAT (DOES IT INCLUDE)? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THE STORY: Where We’ve Been & Where We Are 
 

BASIC QUESTIONS 



  

 
2b.  WHAT (IS IT LIKE)? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  WHY? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  HOW & WHO? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Question: _______________________________________________ 

 
Answer: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BIG QUESTION 



Q&A Session 

Use the space provided below to take notes during the Question & Answer Session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Devotions 

Over the course of the next three weeks, complete the devotions listed below by reading the assigned 

Scripture, answering the questions that follow, and praying in line with what you learned. Each devotion 

should take no more than 15 minutes. Consider using the ReadScripture app to assist you.  

(The questions are based on the English Standard Version of the Bible) 

Week 1: 2 Thessalonians 2:13-15 

1. In these verses, how does the Apostle Paul describe the past, present, and future aspects of our salvation? 

2. What work does the Holy Spirit perform in this salvation? What are we called to do? 

3. What does this teach you about God? 

4. What does this teach you about yourself (sinful attitudes/behaviors to confess and repent of, a need that you 

have, a way in which you need to grow/change, etc.) 

5. Using what you learned, spend 5 minutes in prayer 1) adoring God for who He is, 2) thanking Him for what He’s 

done, 3) depending on what you learned about yourself, asking Him for assistance, forgiveness, strength, etc., 

4) and praising God for the assurance and love you have through the Gospel. 

 

Week 2: 2 Peter 3:1-13 

1. What explanation does Peter give to the person who wonders why Christ hasn’t returned yet to make all things 

new? 

2. How does Peter describe the transformation of the heavens and the earth? How should this truth affect the way 

we live? 

3. What does this teach you about God? 

4. What does this teach you about yourself (sinful attitudes/behaviors to confess and repent of, a need that you 

have, a way in which you need to grow/change, etc.) 

5. Using what you learned, spend 5 minutes in prayer 1) adoring God for who He is, 2) thanking Him for what He’s 

done, 3) depending on what you learned about yourself, asking Him for assistance, forgiveness, strength, etc., 

4) and praising God for the assurance and love you have through the Gospel. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Week 3:  1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

1. According to these verses, which followers of Jesus receive gifts from the Holy Spirit? What is the purpose of 

these gifts? 

2. What kind of gift do you believe the Holy Spirit has given you? Are you using it the way God intends? Why or 

why not? 

3. What does this teach you about God? 

4. What does this teach you about yourself (sinful attitudes/behaviors to confess and repent of, a need that you 

have, a way in which you need to grow/change, etc.) 

5. Using what you learned, spend 5 minutes in prayer 1) adoring God for who He is, 2) thanking Him for what He’s 

done, 3) depending on what you learned about yourself, asking Him for assistance, forgiveness, strength, etc., 

4) and praising God for the assurance and love you have through the Gospel. 

 

Resources 

Books 

• What Christians Ought to Believe – Michael F. Bird 

• Systematic Theology – Wayne Grudem 

• Bible Doctrine – Wayne Grudem 

• From Creation to New Creation – Tim Chester 

• Joy Unspeakable: Power & Renewal in the Holy Spirit – Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

• Union with Christ: The Way to Know & Enjoy God – Rankin Wilbourne 

• Surprised by Hope – N.T. Wright 
 
 

Articles 

• https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/topics/holy-spirit/ 

• https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/already-not-yet  

• https://www.cru.org/content/dam/cru/legacy/2012/02/A_Theology_of_Cities.pdf 

• https://ca.thegospelcoalition.org/columns/detrinitate/the-holy-spirit-the-forgotten-lord-and-giver-of-life/ 

• https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/become-who-you-already-are 

• https://www.thomasnelsonbibles.com/blog/the-holy-spirit-in-the-old-testament/  
 
 
Video/Audio 

• God’s Spirit in Creation – Bible Project 

• The Theme of “The City” in the Bible – Bible Project 

• What is Heaven Like? – Truth Unites 

• Systematic Theology Lectures 9-14 & 19-26 – Dr. Bruce Ware for BiblicalTraining.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*In this context, ”catholic church” simply refers to the one universal body of Christian believers from all over the world and throughout 
time. It is not referring to the institution of the Roman Catholic Church as it is known today, which did not exist when the Apostles’ 
Creed first originated. 

https://www.amazon.com/What-Christians-Ought-Believe-Introduction/dp/0310520924/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1JZWPR42OZBO9&keywords=what+christians+ought+to+believe+by+michael+bird&qid=1695059078&s=books&sprefix=what+christians+ought+to+%2Cstripbooks%2C74&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Systematic-Theology-Second-Introduction-Biblical/dp/0310517974/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2OJDU6C2SS8S&keywords=systematic+theology+wayne+grudem&qid=1695059096&s=books&sprefix=systematic%2Cstripbooks%2C77&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Doctrine-Essential-Teachings-Christian/dp/0310222338
https://www.amazon.com/Creation-New-Tim-Chester/dp/190831785X
https://www.amazon.com/Joy-Unspeakable-Power-Renewal-Spirit/dp/0877884412/ref=sr_1_1?crid=31ZL1NDZNYCUA&keywords=joy+unspeakable+martyn+lloyd-jones&qid=1705514011&sprefix=joy+unspeakab%2Caps%2C82&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Union-Christ-Way-Know-Enjoy/dp/0830772073/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2C2UY8KBSFXHJ&keywords=union+with+christ+wilbourne&qid=1705514118&sprefix=union+with+christ%2Caps%2C73&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Surprised-Hope-Rethinking-Resurrection-Mission/dp/0062089978/ref=sr_1_1?crid=UZ7EUXB6NBHB&keywords=surprised+by+hope&qid=1699907094&s=books&sprefix=surprised+by+hope%2Cstripbooks%2C63&sr=1-1
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/topics/holy-spirit/
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/already-not-yet
https://www.cru.org/content/dam/cru/legacy/2012/02/A_Theology_of_Cities.pdf
https://ca.thegospelcoalition.org/columns/detrinitate/the-holy-spirit-the-forgotten-lord-and-giver-of-life/
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/become-who-you-already-are
https://www.thomasnelsonbibles.com/blog/the-holy-spirit-in-the-old-testament/
https://bibleproject.com/podcast/gods-spirit-creation/
https://bibleproject.com/podcast/gods-spirit-creation/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/the-city/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=POwtTZVrxes&t=408s
https://www.biblicaltraining.org/learn/institute/th504-systematic-theology-ii/th504-09-the-divinity-of-the-holy-spirit-part-1
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