


Antony Flew in There is a God:

“I think the Christian religion is the
one religion that most clearly deserves
to be honored and respected whether
or not its claim to be a divine
revelation is true. There is nothing like
the combination of a charismatic
figure like Jesus and a first-class
intellectual like St. Paul...If you're
wanting Omnipotence to set up a
religion, this is the one to beat.”
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2 Claims

1. Everyone tells themselves a
story about the world and our
place in it.

2. Christianity is a true and better
story.






CLAIM #1:

Everyone tells
themselves a story about
the world and our place

in it.




Worldview:

A lens through
which you
perceive the
world, make
sense of it, form
values, and make
choices.

BEHAVIOR

VALUES

WORLDWVIEW



“I can only answer the
question, ‘What am | to
do?’ if | can answer the
prior question, ‘Of what
story or stories do I find
myself a part?’”

- Alisdair MaclIntyre







How do we know this is true?

1. History/Culture



“There have been
societies that did not
use the wheel, but
there have been no

societies that did not
tell stories.”

- Ursula Le Guin



How do we know this is true?

1. History/Culture

2. Science/Psychology



“Some [therapy] models
give these cognitive/
emotional repertoires a
technical name, such as
‘narrative’, ‘schema’, or
‘core belief.” In ACT, we

can freely use any of

those terms just
mentioned - but typically
we use more common,
everyday language, such

& /4

as ‘stories’ or ‘themes’.
- Dr. Russ Harris




How do we know this is true?

1. History/Culture
2. Science/Psychology

3. Scripture



GENRES IN THE BIBLE

PROPHECY
APOCALYPTIC

WISDOM
EPISTLE
POETRY
HISTORY/NARRATIVE




Which story do you believe?
(Identify & Evaluate)

1. Look Inward



Reflection Questions
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Which story do you believe?
(Identify & Evaluate)

1. Look Inward

2. Look Under



BEHAVIOR

VALUES



Which story do you believe?
(Identify & Evaluate)

1. Look Inward

2. Look Under

3. Look Outward



Atheism
Secular Humanism | Agnosticism

Scientism
Marxism




2 BT (7 Questions
1. Why are we here?
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Which story do you believe?
(Identify & Evaluate)

. Why are we Created by a
here? supernatural
force/being.

. What's wrong Death.

with us?

. How do we
fix it?

Afterlite: heaven,
resurrection, paradise,
nirvana, moksha




aturalis

Agnosticism
Deism

Atheism
Secular Humanism
Scientism
Marxism



“Enlightenment is man'’s
emergence from his self-
imposed immaturity...the
inability to use one’s own
understanding without
another’s guidance...Dare to
know! ‘Have the courage to
use your own understanding’
is therefore the motto of the
enlightenment.”

- Immanuel Kant in What is
the Enlightenment?




Which story do you believe?
(Identify & Evaluate)

1. Why are To gain
we here? happiness through

knowledge
2. What's Dependent
wrong Ignorance

with us?

3. Howdo Independent
we fix it? thought



“Romanticism is precisely
situated neither in choice of
subjects nor in exact truth, but
in a mode of feeling. They
looked for it outside
themselves, but it was only to
be found within.”

- Charles Baudelaire in The
Salon of 1846




Which story do you believe?
(Identify & Evaluate)

. Why are
we here?

. What's
wrong
with us?

. How do
we fix it?

by consuming
things

Lack of choices
and resources

To gain lo gain happiness To gain happiness
happiness through by being true to
knowledge your feelings
Dependent Outside
Ignorance pressures to
conform
Independent Expressive

thought individualism

More choices
and resources



CLAIM #2:

Christianity is a true and
better story.




aturalis

Agnosticism

Atheism Deism -l
Secular Humanism [Enlightenment
Scientism Romanticism

Marxism



The Christian Story

. Why are we Created by God in love.
here?

. What's wrong Death.
with us?

. How do we We can't.

fix it? But God did through Jesus’ death &
resurrection.



John 3:16

For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish
but have eternal life.



CLAIM #2:

Christianity is a true and
better story.




/ “Men despise religion. They
hate it and are afraid it
might be true. The cure for
this is...

...First, to show that religion
is not contrary to reason, but
worthy of reverence and
respect.

Next, make it attractive,
make good men wish it were
true.

And then, show that itis.”
- Blaise Pascal in Pensees
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oming Classes...

Is Christianity a True &

Better Story?




“...The lesson I learned b ™ -
from my years with the .
Muslim Brotherhood

was the power of a

unifying story...Unless
we offer something as

meaningful, I fear the
erosion of our

civilization will continue.
And fortunately, there is
no need to look for

some new-age
concoction of
medication and

mindfulness. Christianity e :
has it all.” /4gaan J[JI'YS( /411




Renew: Considering Christianity
Session 1: The Stories We Tell

Claim #1:

[ Worldview Definition: Which story do you believe?

Reflection Questions:

L

How do we know this claim is true?

1.




Naturalism

Supernaturalism

. Why are
we here?

. What's
wrong
with us?

. How do
we fix it?

. Why are
we here?

. What's
wrong
with us?

. How do
we fix it?

Claim #2:

Christianity

. Why are we
here?

. What's wrong
with us?

. How do we
fix it?




Q&A Session

Use the space provided below to take notes during the Question & Answer Session.

Weekly Reflection & Application Questions

The content from this class is a lot to process in one sitting. To help you think more deeply about these ideas
and how to apply them to your life, consider answering the following reflection and application questions in
the weeks prior to the next class.

Week 1:

1. Do you think you've spent an adequate amount of time and effort considering Christianity? Why or
why not?
2. Which book/movie/TV show/song best captures the “big story” that you believe about the world and
your place in it?
3. Answer the personal reflection questions from the lesson:
a. What are you ultimately seeking?
b. Who do you trust to deliver it?
c. How's that going for you?
d. How will it make you whole?

Week 2:

1. Think about a major decision you made recently or a memorable behavior you exhibited (positive or
negative).

a. What does that decision/behavior reveal about what you value?
b. What do those values reveal about the story you are believing?
c. Did this decision/behavior align with what you say you believe?

2. Out of the three specific stories we focused on during the class (Enlightenment, Romanticism,
Consumerism), which one do you think influences you the most? What is positive about this
influence? What is negative?

3. When's the last time you can remember thinking about your own mortality? What do you think
happens when you die? Does the way you're living align with that belief?



Week 3:

1. What has been your experience with Christianity? Would you describe that experience as generally
positive or negative?

2. Which part of the Christian story do you find the most attractive or appealing? Which part do you
find the most offensive or hard to accept?

3. Out of the 3 upcoming classes (Scientific, Moral, and Historical Evidence & Objections), which one
are you most intrigued or excited about? Why?

4. Since the next class will discuss scientific evidence for and objections against Christianity, what is one
question that you hope is answered during that teaching?

Resources

Books

e Making Sense of God - Timothy Keller

e Reason for God - Timothy Keller

e  Why God Makes Sense in a World that Doesn’t - Gavin Ortlund

e Surprised by Doubt - Joshua Chatraw & Jack Carson

e Miracles - C.S. Lewis
Articles

e https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/apologetics-age-despair/

e https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/knowing-who-when/
e https://unherd.com/2023/11/why-i-am-now-a-christian/

e https://davidmays.org/BN/WilHidd.html

e https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4408496/

Video/Audio
e Essentials of Apologetics, Lectures 1-6 - Dr. Sean McDowell, BiblicalTraining.org
e Richard Dawkins Loves Cultural Christianity - Dr. Gavin Ortlund, Truth Unites
e The Inconsistency of Rhett’s Critique of Christianity - Dr. Gavin Ortlund, Truth Unites
e Dawkins vs. Ali: The Key Takeaway - Dr. Gavin Ortlund, Truth Unites



https://www.amazon.com/Making-Sense-God-Finding-Modern/dp/0143108700/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2P9VPGX6I7LI9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.al8XP7OAzIOYCuKfXClw1VJAOhihbHnBvuQa_99_Y0TGfhhHbVQwh6eiDOqhODyf1-FMCYfWkzRYbvd1W-jln5-LAlx_iWqS8XNOgPWI_65H9klgC8_ok0UhgV1EqYe_dsF825ExCmq00P7MDjzR1lOS6LfGY6lxq9l_zMAz7og4KYpZeBm-9SlJ30qqCSmEsGs9s2A-hBlm_u0d3O3zTmWVtqBqjv9A9noKe3IgZ-w.vntHzT_HFrraykpTzQihOCws2-0Q3bWz3DXvZFwjOFk&dib_tag=se&keywords=making+sense+of+god&qid=1726594643&sprefix=making+sense+of+god%2Caps%2C86&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Reason-God-Belief-Age-Skepticism/dp/1594483493/ref=sr_1_1?crid=33N9V8CWQKUAI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BFxefkG1bSSZIqo7G0yNO_DlRjHz9TpXxJS_pNlMRGqzF8M3YhQDebVtyitOkrG6S5rh2CdepJgoyewzsy8oSnxXzKQBJ8cg5J8EVRpb77Xa9T44MUjZTicGgXYGUGPPa_LerCciYIxCDKxFHVeCND7WeGPJ0srnf1DpADniJhqssXUqWeZej-AgqQThNdUITVZOSYQL5M9n0ipZGgVXrHgC3n8tcf8eX7G9uCGq24w.Im3hy-X2k57hVUZjn9QfhE2KBeuExJP_nOF07TcS_wg&dib_tag=se&keywords=reason+for+god&qid=1726594662&sprefix=reason+for+god%2Caps%2C88&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Makes-Sense-World-That-Doesnt/dp/1540964094/ref=sr_1_1?crid=32V6XU9GV598&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Ldkp7W0mCgFVw4Jzi77DDObPqZIHjw6ACGAcm0wj4Iu3T3xLpfKWRR2d3QLCEvLYInrXuKSqmUWS_hsKMQwL0eWOUa6iGSHrQX1T3YwO8nU5V3U5rm08Er4HKvjWAuX5pJOzf0QxJHRaS1q32UOWPEtLDb0W4ZEQqVaLecBba7ReVy8w-59GJoC3JmA5_sRmwCprnjKOx2TvF93VyJ6yKQ.XLcwx9tOxxSTMUBSL_iIsYQxShZnfPyirh14QwK1ztc&dib_tag=se&keywords=why+god+makes+sense+in+a+world+that+doesn%27t&qid=1726594681&sprefix=why+god+makes+sense+in+a+world+that+doesn%27t%2Caps%2C103&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Surprised-Doubt-Disillusionment-Invite-Deeper/dp/1587435594/ref=sr_1_1?crid=Y7X3QJNXIZ65&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.18uM44v8_A6NA1stadfjWPY36JU_m1QyVXhTQvo5jKA6aajyagEhVxqTw1Ab4WgU3ylqQhyN2UcWXVMNuNMZYIEEmVmQDV-_Rfcqt1xjOlETFoDgEkZb42dFlUsNlGJTddt9Cg0fEcb-ivn_b8DJM3H7KJhAxmf6Nwt5m08Qii6PgARWj8oVNE3xvsI2HYfr1Nq77S1FweIZR4aNK6T4-HVgpjP_LhWZWOe8krtlD8Q.eKOVdq2wpbB3-lx44CjgAx7cCqltfdm0I46_Ni1kBiU&dib_tag=se&keywords=surprised+by+doubt&qid=1726594714&sprefix=surprised+by+doubt%2Caps%2C98&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Miracles-C-S-Lewis/dp/0060653019/ref=sr_1_1?crid=221649REVGIQV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.WmSuJWnWZbrfafd4wVIsu7OlnFzJjOmu0g-HBBHwd81mOxrf6HwrLaN5MJLJbccOmTwccmiSsqRc6I9pdAjw3_ifsg80HF89taA1uSmkhSAwtecU7NX1FtIybVsJ_jSIhLuY72CuhRNWJLTxBXqNOAC16td23cRuHw1HtCGPVigP62RS5GNuFMH0UrRjDEnHbjUg4Ow0autYY6R44CxBiG6pf0i7rCv1-zooOGd-IHI.gsgNTVeybukl6J3xSRJe6KKg16Pojt7RmCYn8Y3EtB8&dib_tag=se&keywords=miracles+c.s.+lewis&qid=1726594752&sprefix=miracles+c.s.+lewi%2Caps%2C91&sr=8-1
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/apologetics-age-despair/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/knowing-who-when/
https://unherd.com/2023/11/why-i-am-now-a-christian/
https://davidmays.org/BN/WilHidd.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4408496/
https://www.biblicaltraining.org/learn/foundations/essentials-apologetics-th202
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Me1d9xD_SPM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MClzrQhD27k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ts5rbW1HnGU




2 Claims

1. Everyone tells themselves a
story about the world and our
place in it.

2. Christianity is a true and better
story.






2 Claims

1. Everyone tells themselves a
story about the world and our
place in it.

2. Christianity is a true and better
story.



The Christian Story

. Why are we
here?

Created by God in love:

2. What's wrong Death.
with us?

3. Howdowe \We can't.
fix it? But God did through Jesus’ death &
resurrection.



EVIDENCE FOR THE
CHRISTIAN STORY

(Commending the Faith)




6 Undeniable Realities

3 Physical Realities: 3 Non-Physical Realities:

1) The universe had a
definite beginning.




“Many people do not
like the idea that time
has a beginning,
probably because it
smacks of divine
intervention...There
were therefore a
number of attempts to
avoid the conclusion
that there had been a
big bang.”
- Stephen Hawking in A Brief S T e
History of Time —r~ 9




“Even if there is only one
possible unified theory, it is just
a set of rules and equations.
What is it that breathes fire into
the equations and makes a
universe for them to describe?
The usual approach of science of
constructing a mathematical
model cannot answer the
guest:ops of why there should

e a universe for the model to
describe. Why does the universe
go to the bother of existing?”

- Stephen Hawking in A Brief
History of Time




6 Undeniable Realities

3 Physical Realities: 3 Non-Physical Realities:

1) The universe had a
definite beginning.

2) The universe is fine-
tuned for life.










“A common sense interpretation of
the facts suggests that a super-
intellect has monkeyed with physics,
as well as with chemistry and
biology, and that there are no blind
forces worth speaking about in
nature. The numbers one calculates
from the facts seem to me so
overwhelming as to put this
conclusion almost beyond
question.”

- Fred Hoyle in The Universe: Past
& Present Reflections




6 Undeniable Realities

3 Physical Realities: 3 Non-Physical Realities:

1) The universe had a
definite beginning.

2) The universe is fine-
tuned for life.

3)Life is extraordinarily |
complex. :
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“The machine code of the
genes is uncannily

computer-like.”
- Richard Dawkins in River Out of
Eden

“DNA is like a computer
program, but far, far more
advanced than any software
ever created.”

- Bill Gates in The Road Ahead
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. ltisvery hard to .
;,# approach the question &
of the origin of life "%

without coming to
grips with religious
sentiments of one sort "

or another.”
- Carl Sagan
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6 Undeniable Realities

3 Physical Realities: ! 3 Non-Physical Realities:

1) The universe hada : 1)Math
definite beginning.

2) The universe is fine-
tuned for life.

3) Life is extraordinarily |
complex. :
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“It seems to be one of the
fundamental features of nature
that fundamental physical laws are
described in terms of

a mathematical theory of great
beauty and power, needing quite a
high standard of mathematics for
one to understand it...

...One could perhaps describe the
situation by saying that God is a
mathematician of a very high
order, and He used very advanced
mathematics in constructing the
universe.”

- Paul Dirac in The Scientific American




6 Undeniable Realities

3 Physical Realities: ! 3 Non-Physical Realities:

1) The universe hada : 1)Math
definite beginning.

2) The universe is fine- 2) Music
tuned for life.

3) Life is extraordinarily |
complex. :




“You playing is the best
argument I've ever heard
for the existence of God,

because I don‘t really M
believe a human alone LN )
can do this.” - Steve Jobs "fﬁ,‘\( \ |
e o g




6 Undeniable Realities

3 Physical Realities: ! 3 Non-Physical Realities:

1) The universe hada : 1)Math
definite beginning.

2) The universe is fine- 2) Music
tuned for life.

3) Life is extraordinarily | 3)Love
complex. |




“Suppose we have only dreamed
or made up all those things - trees
and grass and sun and moon and
stars and Aslan himself...Then all |
can say is that, in that case, the
made-up things seem a good deal
more important than the real
ones. Suppose this black pit of a
kingdom of yours is the only
world. Well, it strikes me as a
pretty poor one. And that’s a
funny thing, when you come to
think of it. We’re just babies
making up a game, if you’'re right.
But four babies playing a game
can make a play-world which licks
your real world hollow.”

- Puddleglum in The Silver Chair
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OBJECTIONS AGAINST
THE CHRISTIAN STORY

(Defending the Faith)




3 Common Objections

1. Aren’t faith and science opposed to

each other?
Answer: No.



Scientific Revolution (1500-1700)

Galileo Isaac Johannes Robert
Galilei Newton Kepler Boyle



“Throughout history, there have
been great scientists who are
also very devout Christians.
People like Isaac Newton, who
wrote significantly more about
his Christian faith than about
science. You could also argue
that the whole enterprise of
looking for order and meaning
in the universe presupposes that
it’s there - that it’s not just
random, purposeless,
meaningless forces floating

around with no origin.”
- Rosalind Picard




3 Common Objections

1. Aren’t faith and science opposed to
each other?

Answer: No.

2. Doesn’t the multiverse explain the

origins & fine-tuning of the universe?
Answer: No.
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“The idea of a Creator God does sound
quite so crazy when you realize that the best
current alternative...is the existence of an

infinite number of parallel universes.”
- Rebecca MclLaughlin in Confronting Christianity




3 Common Objections

1. Aren’t faith and science opposed to

each other?
Answer: No.

2. Doesn’t the multiverse explain the
origins & fine-tuning of the universe?

Answer: No.
3. Doesn’t the theor¥ of evolution explain

the origins of life*
Answer: No.



Want Modern Proof Of Evolution?
Look At The Elephants Of

Mozambique

Ivory poaching during 15 years of civil war fired up the process of natural selection.

‘:’ TOM HALE

Senior Journalist

= [l X = DOWNLOAD PDF VERSION

Edited by Francesca Benson 90 Comments 330 Shares







“...Yet there are many reasons to
doubt whether [Darwin] can
answer the hard questions and
4 explain the big picture—not the
fine-tuning of existing species
but the emergence of new ones.
The origin of species is exactly
what Darwin cannot explain...
Darwinism is no longer just a
cientific theory but the basis of
a worldview, and an emergency

replacement religion for the
many troubled souls who need
one.”

- David Gelernter




CONCLUSION



“I’'m not an atheist. The problem involved is
too vast for our limited minds. We are in the
position of a little child entering a huge
library filled with books in many languages.
The child knows someone must have written
. those books. It does not know how. It does
, not understand the languages in which they
~are written. The child dimly suspects a
Jdmysterious order in the arrangement of the
books but doesn’t know what it is. That, it
| seems to me, is the attitude of even the most
intelligent human being toward God.”
- Albert Einstein




Hebrews 1:1-3

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God
spoke to our fathers by the prophets, (2) butin
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son,
whom he appointed the heir of all things,
through whom also he created the world. (3) He
is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the
universe by the word of his power. After making
purification for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high.



oming Classes...

Is Christianity a True &

Better Story?




Renew: Considering Christianity
Session 2: Scientific Evidence & Objections

Part 1: Evidence For the Christian Story




Part 2: Objections Against the Christian Story
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3)

< So...what’s the conclusion? >
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Q&A Session

Use the space provided below to take notes during the Question & Answer Session.

Weekly Reflection & Application Questions

The content from this class is a lot to process in one sitting. To help you think more deeply about these ideas
and how to apply them to your life, consider answering the following reflection and application questions in
the weeks prior to the next class.

Week 1:

1.

Which of the 6 “undeniable realities” do you find most compelling as a pointer to God? Which do
you find least compelling? Why?

2. Besides math, music, and love, can you think of any other non-physical realities that can't be
satisfactorily explained by science alone?

3. Do you find the natural world around you enchanting and awe-inspiring? Why or why not? What can
you do to help increase this sense of enchantment?

Week 2:

1. Which of the three common objections do you think is the most challenging for Christians to
answer? Why?

2. Were you personally unpersuaded by any of the answers to the three common objections? If so,
which one(s) and why?

3. Are there any other objections that you wish had been included in the teaching? If so, spend some
time this week researching responses to these objections using https://reasons.org/ or
https://www.discovery.org/id/.

Week 3:
1. So, what's your conclusion? Do you think it makes sense to believe in a God who created everything?

If not, what additional evidence would you need to persuade you?

2. Since the next class will discuss moral evidence for and objections against Christianity, what is one

question that you hope is answered during that teaching?


https://reasons.org/
https://www.discovery.org/id/

Resources

e Reason for God - Timothy Keller

e Why God Makes Sense in a World that Doesn’t - Gavin Ortlund

e Confronting Christianity: 12 Hard Questions for the World's Largest Religion - Rebecca McLaughlin
e On Guard: Defending Your Faith with Reason and Precision - William Lane Craig

e Surprised by Doubt - Joshua Chatraw & Jack Carson

e Dominion: How the Christian Revolution Remade the World - Tom Holland

Articles

e https://reasons.org/

e https://www.discovery.org/id/

e https://evolutionnews.org/2017/11/ids-top-six-the-fine-tuning-of-the-universe/

e https://www.discovery.org/a/17905/

e https://www.premierchristianity.com/interviews/professor-rosalind-picard-i-used-to-think-religious-
people-had-thrown-their-brains-out-the-window/4359.article

e https://claremontreviewofbooks.com/giving-up-darwin/

e https://biologos.org/articles/creation-evolution-and-christian-laypeople’

Video/Audio

Essentials of Apologetics, Lecture 9 - Sean McDowell, BiblicalTraining.org
Return of the God Hypothesis Short Videos - Stephen Meyer

7 Days That Divide the World - John Lennox

Science Doesn’t Explain What You Think It Does - John Lennox

Fine Tuning is Simply a Good Argument - Gavin Ortlund, Truth Unites
Can Math Prove God? - Gavin Ortlund, Truth Unites

Does Music Prove God? - Gavin Ortlund, Truth Unites

1 This is the article referred to during the teaching that attempts to reconcile some aspects of evolutionary theory with Christianity.


https://www.amazon.com/Reason-God-Belief-Age-Skepticism/dp/1594483493/ref=sr_1_1?crid=33N9V8CWQKUAI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BFxefkG1bSSZIqo7G0yNO_DlRjHz9TpXxJS_pNlMRGqzF8M3YhQDebVtyitOkrG6S5rh2CdepJgoyewzsy8oSnxXzKQBJ8cg5J8EVRpb77Xa9T44MUjZTicGgXYGUGPPa_LerCciYIxCDKxFHVeCND7WeGPJ0srnf1DpADniJhqssXUqWeZej-AgqQThNdUITVZOSYQL5M9n0ipZGgVXrHgC3n8tcf8eX7G9uCGq24w.Im3hy-X2k57hVUZjn9QfhE2KBeuExJP_nOF07TcS_wg&dib_tag=se&keywords=reason+for+god&qid=1726594662&sprefix=reason+for+god%2Caps%2C88&sr=8-1
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1. Everyone tells themselves a
story about the world and our
place in it.

2. Christianity is a true and better
story.






2 Claims

1. Everyone tells themselves a
story about the world and our
place in it.

2. Christianity is a true and better
story.



Christianity is a True & Better Story
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A Provocative Question

Is the Holocaust morally wrong
for all people at all times?
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A Moral Common Ground

The strong should protect the
weak, not destroy them.

BUT WK%




Which story makes the
most sense?




Agnosticism

Atheism Deism
Secular Humanism [Enlightenment
Scientism Romanticism
onsumeris

Marxism



The Moral STORY of Naturalism

Beginning: End:
Accident Death



“That Man is the product of causes which had no
prevision of the end they were achieving; that his origin,
his growth, his hopes and fears, his loves and his beliefs,
are but the outcome of accidental collocations of atoms;
that no fire, no heroism, no intensity of thought and
feeling, can preserve an individual life beyond the
grave; that all the labours of the ages, all the devotion,
all the inspiration, all the noonday brightness of human
genius, are destined to extinction in the vast death of
the solar system, and that the whole temple of Man's
achievement must inevitably be buried beneath the
debris of a universe in ruins--all these things, if not quite
beyond dispute, are yet so nearly certain, that no
philosophy which rejects them can hope to stand...”

- Bertrand Russell in A Free Man’s Worship



The Moral STORY of Naturalism
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“Morality, or more strictly
our belief in morality, is
merely an adaptation put
in place to further our
reproductive ends...In an
important sense, ethics as
we understand it is an
illusion fobbed off on us
by our genes to get us to
cooperate.”

- Michael Ruse & E.O.
Wilson in The New

Scientist




“I don’t quite know
what good is, if it
+\ indeed exists. I'm
" quite suspicious of the
concept. | think it
- might be another one
* of these unfortunately
quite nihilistic
evolutionary sort of
illusions.”

- Alex O'Connor




The Moral STORY of Naturalism
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Morality is a Trick



“...there can hardly
be a doubt that our
unmarried females
would, like the
worker-bees, think it
a sacred duty to kill
their brothers, and
mothers would
strive to kill their
fertile daughters,
and no one would
think of interfering.”

- Charles Darwin in
Descent of Man




The Moral RESULTS of Naturalism

* What would it look like if people
lived consistently in line with the
story of naturalism?

» Look at 20 century dictatorships




“Of all religions, secular and
otherwise, that of Marxism has been
by far the bloodiest - bloodier than
the Catholic Inquisition, the various
Catholic crusades, and the Thirty Years
War between Catholics and
Protestants....”

“...In total, Marxist regimes murdered
nearly 110 million people from 1917
to 1987. For perspective on this
incredible toll, note that all domestic
and foreign wars during the 20t
century killed around 35 million. That
is...Marxism is more deadly than all
the wars of the 20 century, including
World Wars I and Il, and the Korean
and Vietnam Wars.”

- R.J. Rummel in The Killing Machine
That Is Marxism




“The stronger must dominate and not mate
with the weaker...Only the born weakling
can look upon this principle as cruel, and if
he does so it is merely because he is of a
feebler nature and narrower mind; for if
such a law did not direct the process of
evolution, then the higher development of
organic life would not be conceivable at
all.”

- Adolt Hitler in Mein Kampf




The Moral RESULTS of Naturalism

* What would it look like if people
lived consistently in line with the
story of naturalism?

» Look at 20t century dictatorships
» The strong would dominate the
weak.
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Morality is a Trick



Atheism
Secular Humanism
Scientism
Marxism

Agnosticism
Deism
nlightenment
Romanticism




The Moral STORY of Christianity
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Morality is True



The Moral RESULTS of Christianity

* What would it look like if people
lived consistently in line with the
story of Christianity?

>l ook at children, slaves, and
women.




“At the time of Jesus'’ life...child abuse, as noted by one historian, was
‘the crying vice of the Roman Empire.’ Infanticide was common.
Abandonment was common. Hippocrates, who lived about 400 years
before Jesus, often wrote about how physicians should ethically interact
with patients. But Hippocrates never mentioned children. That's
because children were property, no different than slaves. But Jesus

stood up for children, cared about them, when those around him
typically didn‘t.” - Dr. Paul Oftit in Why | Wrote This Book
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“The human body was
= hot an object, not a
commodity to be used
by the rich and
B i— powerful as and when
- they pleased. 2000
| years of Christian
sexual morality had
resulted in men as well
as women widely
taking this for granted.
Had it not, then #MeToo
would have had no
force.”

- Tom Holland in
Dominion




“Crucifixion was not merely a punishment. It
was a means of achieving dominance...Terror
of power was the index of power. That was
how it had always been and always would be.
It was the way of the world. For 2000 years,
though, Christians have disputed this. Many
of them, over the course of this time, have
themselves become agents of terror. They
have put the weak in their shadow; they have
brought suffering, and persecution, and
slavery in their wake. Yet the standards by
which they stand condemned for this are
themselves Christian... ‘God chose the weak
things of the world to shame the strong.’ This
is the myth that we in the West still persist in
clinging to.”

- Tom Holland in Dominion




The Moral RESULTS of Christianity

* What would it look like if people
lived consistently in line with the
story of Christianity?

»Look at 15t century children, slaves,
and women.

» The strong would protect the weak.
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Morality is True

Marxist & Nazi Violence
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Elevation of Children, Slaves & Women

The Strong Dominate the Weak
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The Strong Protect the Weak




The BIG Objection



The Problem of Evil

* Why would a good God allow evil -
like the Holocaust?
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The Problem of Evil

* Why would a good God allow evil -
like the Holocaust?

o | dont know...but | don't like the
alternative



The Problem of Evil

* Why would a good God allow evil -
like the Holocaust?

o | dont know...but | don't like the
alternative

* What Christianity does offer:
o Help for the Present



Frodo: You’ve left out
one of the chief
characters - Samwise
the Brave. | want to hear
more about Sam...Frodo
wouldn’t have got far
without Sam.

Sam: Now Mr. Frodo,
you shouldn’t make fun;
I was being serious.

Frodo: So was I.




The Problem of Evil

* Why would a good God allow evil -
like the Holocaust?

o | don’t know...but | don't like the
alternative
» What Christianity does offer:
o Help for the Present
o Hope for the Future



“I believe like a child that
suffering will be healed and made
up for, that all the humiliating
absurdity of human contradictions
will vanish like a pitiful mirage,
like the despicable fabrication of
the impotent and infinitely small
Euclidean mind of man, that in the
world’s finale, at the moment of
eternal harmony, something so
precious will come to pass that it
will suffice for all hearts, for the
comforting of all resentments, for
the atonement of all the crimes of
humanity, of all the blood that
they’ve shed; that it will make it
not only possible to forgive but to
justify all that has happened.”

- Fyodor Dostoevsky in The

Brothers Karamazov




Revelation 21:4

He will wipe away every tear from
their eyes, and death shall be no
more, neither shall there be
mourning, Nor crying, nor pain
anymore, for the former things have
passed away.




a more class...

Is Christianity a True &
Better Story?
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Renew: Considering Christianity
Session 3: Moral Evidence & Objections

A Provocative Question

Which Story Makes the Most Sense?

The Moral STORY of Naturalism

- » ?

I'I'I
5
-

Beginning: Middle:

V

‘ Morality is 1

The Moral RESULTS of Naturalism




The Moral STORY of Christianity

- » ?

Beginning: Middle: End:

v

L Morality is |

The Moral RESULTS of Christianity

The BIG Objection

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
A d ~
*

....
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




Q&A Session

Use the space provided below to take notes during the Question & Answer Session.

Weekly Reflection & Application Questions

The content from this class is a lot to process in one sitting. To help you think more deeply about these ideas
and how to apply them to your life, consider answering the following reflection and application questions in
the weeks prior to the next class.

Week 1:

1. Can you think of any other moral beliefs that represent a “common ground” between Christians and
most non-Christians in our culture?

2. Think about a recent time that someone treated you or someone you love poorly. How did it make
you feel? Which of the two stories we discussed in the class best explains and satisfies that feeling?

3. Read Romans 2:14-16. Do people need God's Law (i.e. Scripture) to have a general knowledge of
what's right and wrong? Why or why not?

Week 2:

1. Some people who believe in the naturalistic story argue that the main reason we should live moral
lives is not because moral truths actually exist, but because it simply leads to the wellbeing of
individuals and society. For them, wellbeing is the ultimate standard of what is good and right.

a. How would you define wellbeing?
b. Why do you define it that way?
c. Do you think it's possible that other people/groups have different definitions?
d. Who should get to decide which definition a society uses?
2. During the class, we discussed how Christianity elevated children, slaves, and women. Scripture also

calls followers of Jesus to love, protect, and help other “weaker” segments of society, like the poor,
the immigrant, the unhealthy, and the imprisoned. Take some time this week to read the following
passages about these groups of people: Deuteronomy 10:17-19; Luke 14:12-14; Matthew 25:31-46
a. How does your attitude/actions towards these vulnerable groups of people compare to the
way Scripture talks about them? Does anything need to change?



Week 3:

1. The "problem of evil” isn't just theoretical; it's very personal and emotional. Have you (or someone
you know) wrestled with the question of why a good God would allow so much evil? What
conclusion have you (or they) arrived at? Did you find any of the “answers” from tonight's class
helpful?

2. One of the unique truths of the Christian story is that the God who made us can also sympathize with
us because he became a human and suffered with us. Read Hebrews 4:15-16.

a. Think about the last time you experienced suffering (maybe even right now). How do you
think Jesus is able to sympathize with this specific suffering?
b. Consider praying and asking him to help you.

3. Atthe end of the class, we read an excerpt from The Brothers Karamazov that painted a beautiful
picture of God's justice and restoration at the end of history. Can you think of any other books or
movies that also paint a beautiful picture of justice and restoration? Why do you think those kinds of
stories move us so much?

4. Since the next class will discuss historical evidence for and objections against Christianity, what is
one question that you hope is answered during that teaching?

Resources
Books
e Reason for God - Timothy Keller
e  Why God Makes Sense in a World that Doesn’t - Gavin Ortlund
e Mere Christianity, Book One - C.S. Lewis
e Confronting Christianity: 12 Hard Questions for the World's Largest Religion - Rebecca McLaughlin
e On Guard: Defending Your Faith with Reason and Precision - William Lane Craig
e Surprised by Doubt - Joshua Chatraw & Jack Carson
e Dominion: How the Christian Revolution Remade the World - Tom Holland
Articles

e https://www.gotquestions.org/moral-argument.html|

e https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/jesus-made-moral-world/

e https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/3-ways-movies-are-searching-for-the-gospel/

e https://theopolisinstitute.com/conversations/has-christianity-been-good-for-women/# ftnref1é
e https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/is-bible-pro-slavery/

e https://www.exploregod.com/articles/how-to-cope-with-pain-and-suffering

e https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/problem-of-evil-is-problem-for-everyone/

Video/Audio
e The Moral Argument - William Lane Craig
e Essentials of Apologetics, Lecture 7 - Sean McDowell, BiblicalTraining.org
e The Moral Argument Still Works - Gavin Ortlund, Truth Unites
e  What If We're Wrong About Christianity’s Impact? - Glenn Scrivener, Speak Life
e |s Morality Better Explained by God or Science? - Sean McDowell & Michael Shermer
e How Do We Climb Rights Mountain? - Glenn Scrivener, Speak Life
e The Conquest of Canaan: Genocide or Just - Gavin Ortlund, Truth Unites
e Slaveryin the Bible: Answering Atheist Critiques - Gavin Ortlund, Truth Unites
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https://www.amazon.com/Dominion-Christian-Revolution-Remade-World/dp/1541675592/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3K5M6LLFHRYKR&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Ciy6RmpTf3s5gVVPNkwx_scBkbbiyqCj9qjcizfhQiMIC1mGtXChydsOA73-x5tHeahiD-Xa4b5YFSaLf5zcaDgamaJCqDPATZGAOJ-FzJKe5Qd5rXcsAdBxcidqe35sZR6sxLrMbBt_U1bF6zLyUhUh9UggZOMuYotTYFN4xoqE1LfJ6LSPRgxIuBKKbUK-G0T5rjL4s2TYhHdxtirCoXpy4XpXZnmj9CL68KguqMU.FdFlr8kDWCABnUbQ1TmSdjSRE7tm6Wc0bBDu7dAEEYo&dib_tag=se&keywords=dominion+tom+holland&qid=1729039851&sprefix=dominion+tom%2Caps%2C96&sr=8-1
https://www.gotquestions.org/moral-argument.html
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/jesus-made-moral-world/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/3-ways-movies-are-searching-for-the-gospel/
https://theopolisinstitute.com/conversations/has-christianity-been-good-for-women/#_ftnref16
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/is-bible-pro-slavery/
https://www.exploregod.com/articles/how-to-cope-with-pain-and-suffering
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/problem-of-evil-is-problem-for-everyone/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OxiAikEk2vU
https://www.biblicaltraining.org/learn/foundations/essentials-apologetics-th202/moral-argument-for-god-th202-07
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TbFXWmadid0&list=PLIKt3Y07rBQuuiYSSeW13U6ATYOO7j07a&index=12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjL_BtHCir4&list=PLIKt3Y07rBQuuiYSSeW13U6ATYOO7j07a&index=31
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=73Q0WtfS-A4&list=PLIKt3Y07rBQuuiYSSeW13U6ATYOO7j07a&index=32&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3hC4JDoTgM&list=PLIKt3Y07rBQuuiYSSeW13U6ATYOO7j07a&index=39
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ssP-wQv2v5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZImmDmr8pxk




2 Claims

1. Everyone tells themselves a
story about the world and our
place in it.

2. Christianity is a true and better
story.



Christianity is a True & Better Story




The Christian Story

1. Why are we Created by God in love.
here?

2. What's wrong Death.
with us?

. How do we We can't.

fix it? But God did through Jesus’ death &
resurrection.



Christianity is a True & Better Story




3 Historical Statements

1. The NT books are historically reliable documents.
o Authentic
o Accurate




3 Historical Statements

1. The NT books are historically reliable documents.
o Authentic
 Transmission - multiple people & places

* Preservation - more and earlier ancient
manuscripts than any other ancient document




DATE EARLIEST # OF
WRITTEN | MANUSCRIPT | TIME GAP | MANUSCRIPTS

Herodotus'
History

Livy's History
of Rome
Pliny the
Elder’s

Natural
History

Homer's Illiad

New
Testament

480-425 BC c. AD 900s 1350 years 109
59 BC-AD «c.AD 400s 400 years 150
17

AD 49-79 c. AD 400s 400 years 200
300 BC c. 400 BC 400 years 1757
AD 50-100 c¢.AD 130 40 years 5795



Wesley Huff
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14 legible
letters are
visible on
the two
sides of the
fragment.

89cm-35"

Verso

2nd-3rd Century

There is much debate about the
approximate date of P52. Although it has
been dated as early as 100 CE and as late

as 300 CE the consensus is that it sits
somewhere within the 2nd century.

2 D (‘A

JOHN RYLANDS 457

Recto

ecm - 2.4"

Egypt*

T - (m)

John Rylands

Library

Language <& )

The P52 papyrus is written on both sides which indicates it
originally came from a codex and not a scroll

@

Greek

AT ()

Papyrus

AT - (v)

The recto side
preserve the top
left corner of a
right-hand page;
the verso preserves
the top right
corner of a left-
hand page.

| 1934

Text is rounded
and elaborate.
The style
indicates the
book hand of a
non-
professional
scribe.
Nonetheless,
the seeming
effort in how
the text
appears to have
been written
indicates an
individual who
was educated
and writesin a
careful
imitation
calligraphic
hand.

GNOYKEE CECTINOTIOKTEING]
b FOCTOVIY MAHPWOHONEL

peierfiaaToc KalEDWNHCENTONTN

T ENAY TWETEIORACIAETCTWNTOY
2\ 1w nnnqrrﬁu TCanOCEaYTOYCYTOY
TOAETEICHAAAOIEITIONCOITIERIEHOTATIE
KPIGHOTEIAATOC MHTIEFWIDTAALOCEIMI
TOEENOCTOCONKAIOIAPXICPEICTIAPEAL
KANCEEMOITIEMOIHCACATIEKPIGHTEHBA
CIAEIAHEMHOTKECTINEXTOYKOCHMOY TOY
TOTEIEXTOY KOCMOTYTOYTOTHNMBACI
AEIAHEMHOITTTHPETAIOIEMOIHTWNIZON
TOANTHAMHTIAPAACBWTOILTOTAMIOICNYN
AEHBACIAEIAHEMHOTKECTINENTEYOEN
EIMENOTNATTWOTTEIAATOCOY KOY NBACI
AEYCEICYATTEKPIONOICCYAErEICOTI

If the codex from which

folded papyrus sheets
written on both sides);

approximately 21 by 16
cm when closed. This

Recto: John 18:31-33
Verso: John 18:37-38

many as 576 pages in

P52 originates
contained the entire
text of the Gospel of
John, it would have
constituted a single

quire book of around
130 pages (33 large

measuring

could have been as

total.

*Egypt, and maybe even Oxyrhynchus, Egypt, is the speculated original location but it could have realistically been produced anywhere in the Mediterranean at that time.



Wesley Huff

2nd - 4th Century

Single column,
with an
average of 25
lines per
column

The Bodmer Papyri

16.2¢cm -6.3"

14.2-55"

Contains 75
identifiable papyrus
folios and numerous

fragments.

The large majuscule single-
column text may indicate that it
was meant to be read in public.

pos I (A

Egypt*

—@®
Language & )
—7)

1952

@

Greek

Papyrus

AT ()

Gospel
of John

*Egypt is the speculated original location but it could have realistically been

produced anywhere in the Mediterranean at that time.

P66 was originally dated to the 2nd century butin
recent decades. due to the palaeographical and
papyrological analysis, hypothesized dates as early
the early 2nd and as late as the mid 4th centuries
have been tabled. The consensus amid this disparity
however, remains late 2nd or early 3d century.

P66 is our earliest
near complete copy
of the Gospel of
John. About 2/3 of
the original
document remains.

There are three
hands present in
the production of
the manuscript.
This has led some

to believe there
were three scribes

involved, others
that the original
scribe is the one
who made the
subsequent
corrections.

Several of the
verses in Ch.13
were marked
heavily with
breathing marks,
indicating a
lectionary
purpose.

The staurogram symbol
was used by early New
Testament scribes when
writing about Christ's
death, often substituting
staurograms in place of
the words “cross” and
“crucifixion.” This was
done by taking the
GCreek letter tau (1), and
the letter (p), combining
them to create the final
pictogram. In the above
picture you can see a
number of staurograms
taken from the text of
John 19:15-20 of P66.
There are 10
staurograms within P66.




Wesley Huff
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X is made up of over 400
large leaves of
parchment. It could have
taken as many as 360
sheep to produce.

38cm -15"

. S ()

CODEX SINAITICUS

34cm -13.3"

Date )7

4th Century

There appears to be at least 2
(debatably 3) scribes and as
many as 7 possible correctors
involved in the state of X, as we
have it today. Text is Alexandrian
and written in scripta continua

majuscule.

Parts of X are scattered
across four libraries in the
world, however, the
majority of the extant
manuscript is held in the
British Library in London,
where it is on public
display.

The concept of text-types has been almost completely done away with in modern textual criticism. “Alexandrian” and “Western,"

as descriptions of textual traditions may prove useful in some circumstances but the concept is somewhat anachronistic,

Along with Codex
Vaticanus, N is
considered one of the
most valuable Greek
manuscripts of the Bible
in existence.

Qua

selection of good skins unblemished
by flaws. The colour of the wool also
reflects the final surface of the
parchment. White sheep or calves
and goats will tend to produce white

lity parchment relies on the

St. Catherine's | 1844
Monastery

Language <&

S \)
)

parchment, whereas
animals with darker

0O :
o coats will produce
@ parchment showing
p shadowy or brown
) patterns. !
Detail here reveals a
O‘H@Mi()nv skeletal parchment
ECTINO feature on Quire 41,
Cltmmg folio 4 recto. The
MXTAFO Eﬁ ) :
OYIAFEIKR image is rotated 90
Al)\q)c'(m degrees to the right.
STHEPAI N EXJON
|@ IAN TAAE -
KeNcN'nlxei N carries on patterns

of textual features of
earlier Christian
manuscripts. Nomina

T Yn)yom(r

@

Greek

o N

Sacra, ekthesis, titles,
paragraphoi, etc. are
all present in X and
manuscripts from
centuries earlier.

Even though the text of X is
Alexandrian, the first 8
chapters of John's Gospel in it
are Western in their text type¥*

Parchment

AT ()

Large sections of the begmnlng
books of the OT are missing.
However, it is very confidently
assumed that the codex originally
contained them.

Half of the OT Lxx

Deuterocanonical Books,

all of the NT + The _ 1

Shepherd of Hermes & 10
Epistle of Barnabas

X exemplifies a unique column format
and a clear script like that of high
quality book rolls of the Roman
Imperial peak. Below you can see a
section of the text of Hebrews from N
on the top and Hawara Homer (2nd
century) on the bottom.

i TONAERPAXYTINNN _ OCOIPORWOANA
suAmW“Y TOYAIATTAN TOCTY
mﬂeﬂmuﬁf ZHNEN OXOIH CA













“The position | argue
for in ‘Misquoting
Jesus’ does not
actually stand at odds
with [the] position

that the essential
Christian beliefs are
not affected by
textual variants in the
manuscript tradition
of the New
Testament.”

- Bart Ehrman in

-BART EHRMAN Misquoting Jesus
Author, “Misquoting Jesus "~



“There are indeed

very good reasons for
thinking we are pretty

sure for the most part
what the authors

originally wrote in
most places.”

- Bart Ehrman on

ehrmanblog.org in
2022

BART EHRMAN
Author, “Misquoting Jesus



3 Historical Statements

1. The NT books are historically reliable documents.
o Authentic
 Transmission - multiple people & places

* Preservation - more and earlier ancient
manuscripts than any other ancient document

o Accurate
e Historical fit
* Independent, early sources
* Embarrassment




“Shall we say that the gospel
story is the work of the
imagination? My friend, such
things are not imagined; and
the doings of Socrates, which
no one doubts, are less well
attested than those of Jesus
Christ...the gospel indeed
contains characters so great,
so striking, so entirely
inimitable, that their
invention would be more
astonishing than their hero.”

- Jean-Jacques Rousseau in Emile



3 Historical Statements

1. The NT books are historically reliable documents.

2. Jesus of Nazareth claimed to be God.
o Mark 2:1-12




Mark 2:10-12

But that you may know that the Son of
Man has aughon% on earth to forgive
sins”"—he said to the paralytic— (i 1) “I
say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and
go home.” (12) And he rose an
:mmed:atelty picked up his bed and went
out before them all, so that they were all
amazed and glorified God, saying, “We
never saw anything like this!”




3 Historical Statements

1. The NT books are historically reliable documents.

2. Jesus of Nazareth claimed to be God.
o Mark 2:1-12 - Jesus claims authority to forgive sins

o Mark 14:53-65




Mark 14:62-64

And Jesus said, “l am, and you will see the
Son of Man seated at the :l;!ght hand of
Power, and coming with the clouds of
heaven.” And the high priest tore his
arments and said, “What further witnesses
o we need? (64) You have heard his
blasphemy. What is your decision?” And

they all condemned him as deserving
death.




3 Historical Statements

1. The NT books are historically reliable documents.

2. Jesus of Nazareth claimed to be God.

o Mark 2:1-12 - Jesus claims authority to forgive sins

o Mark 14:53-65 - Jesus says he will share God's throne
o Philippians 2:6-11




Philippians 2:6

who, though he was in the form of
God, did not count equality with
God a thing to be grasped,




3 Historical Statements

1. The NT books are historically reliable documents.

2. Jesus of Nazareth claimed to be God.

o Mark 2:1-12 - Jesus claims authority to forgive sins

o Mark 14:53-65 - Jesus says he will share God's throne
o Philip. 2:6-11 - Earliest docs refer to Christ as God




“The time between the
death of Jesus and the fully
developed Christology
which we find in the earliest
Christian documents...is so
short that the development
which takes place within it
can only be called
amazing.”

- Martin Hengel in Christology & NT
Chronology




3 Historical Statements

1. The NT books are historically reliable documents.
2. Jesus of Nazareth claimed to be God.

3. Jesus of Nazareth rose from the dead.
o Eyewitness encounters
o Empty tomb
o Extreme Conversion
o Executions




“I accept the resurrection
of Easter Sunday not as
an invention of the
community of disciples,
but as a historical event.”

— Pinchas Lapide in The Resurrection
of Jesus: A Jewish Perspective




3 Historical Statements

1. The NT books are historically reliable documents.
2. Jesus of Nazareth claimed to be God.
3. Jesus of Nazareth rose from the dead.

But reliable history can’t contain miracles!
[ That's a belief. Why do you believe that?
1 Re-consider the previous classes.




Why does this matter?

1. It's remarkable evidence that Jesus is God and
really did die to save us.



. Why are we
here?

Created by a
supernatural
force/being.

. What's wrong Death.

with us?

Life after death.

. How do we
fix it?

Naturalism
Life After



Why does this matter?

1. It's remarkable evidence that Jesus is God and
really did die to save us.

2. It's the most unique, powerful, and satisfying
answer to death.



1 Corinthians 15:20-54

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep. (21) For as by a man came death, by a man has come also
the resurrection of the dead. (22) For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ
shall all be made alive. (23) But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits,
then at his coming those who belong to Christ. (24) Then comes the end,
when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule
and every authority and power. (25) For he must reign until he has put all his
enemies under his feet. (26) The last enemy to be destroyed is death...(51)
Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed, (52) in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we
shall be changed. (53) For this perishable body must put on the
imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. (54) When the
perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality,
then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in
victory.”




“The resurrection of Jesus was
as significant a turning point in . .
the course of created realityas  * ~
the initial moment of creation HY GOD
itself...[It is an] anticipation of "'/.Y'Vf .
what God will one day do to AKES SENSH
the whole universe. Thus, VA WORLD. THAT
Easter has been called ‘the | DOESN'T
emergence within historyof the = .
life of the world to come,” ‘the °* | \
embryonic principle of cosmic
transformation’, ‘the womb of
the new aeon’, and ‘the
beginning of the new and final
world-order.”




“The Biblical view of
things is resurrection -
not a future that is just

a consolation for the

life we never had, but a

restoration of the life
you always wanted.”

- Timothy Keller in The
Reason for God




Why does this matter?

1. It's remarkable evidence that Jesus is God and
really did die to save us.

2. It's the most unique, powerful, and satisfying
answer to death.

3. It means Jesus is alive and you can meet him.









Final Question...

Have you met Him?



John 1:46

...Philip said to him, “"Come and
see.”



Renew: Considering Christianity
Session 4: Historical Evidence & Objections

3 Historical Statements

("

o OBJECTION:

o COUNTER-EXAMPLES:

A)

o)

@_

I
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Why Does This Matter?




Q&A Session

Use the space provided below to take notes during the Question & Answer Session.

Weekly Reflection & Application Questions

The content from this class is a lot to process in one sitting. To help you think more deeply about these ideas
and how to apply them to your life, consider answering the following reflection and application questions in
the weeks prior to the next class.

Week 1:

1. Have you met Jesus? If not, what is the next step you can take to go to where he is?
2. Before this class, did you consider the New Testament books to be reliable historical documents?
Why or why not?
3. Did the information presented in the class persuade you that the New Testament books are both
authentic and accurate?
a. Ifyes, what did you find most persuasive?
b. If no, what would you need to know in order to be persuaded?

Week 2:

1. Over the course of this next week read the Gospel of Mark (on average this take about 1 %2 hours
total). As you read, keep notes of the following:
a. Actions or events that seem to imply that Jesus is God
b. Statements that seem to imply that Jesus is God
2. What surprised you most about the content of the Gospel of Mark?
3. In 2-3 sentences, how would you describe Jesus as he's portrayed in the Gospel of Mark?



Week 3:

1

2.
3.
4

Books

Do you believe that miracles are possible? Why or why not?
Out of the 4 "E"s discussed during the class, which did you find most compelling? Least?
In 2-3 sentences, explain why the resurrection of Jesus matters, if indeed it really happened.
Do you accept the resurrection as a historical event?
a. Ifyes, why?
b. If no, what further evidence would you need to change your mind?

Resources

The Reason for God - Timothy Keller

Why God Makes Sense in a World that Doesn’t - Gavin Ortlund

Confronting Christianity: 12 Hard Questions for the World's Largest Religion - Rebecca McLaughlin
On Guard: Defending Your Faith with Reason and Precision - William Lane Craig

Surprised by Doubt - Joshua Chatraw & Jack Carson

How God Became Jesus - Michael Bird

Articles

https://www.str.org/w/-misquoting-jesus-answering-bart-ehrman
https://www.str.org/w/bart-ehrman-s-latest-book-how-jesus-became-god
https://www.equip.org/articles/the-bibliographical-test-updated/
https://danielbwallace.com/2012/12/28/five-more-myths-about-bible-translations-and-the-
transmission-of-the-text/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/bodily-resurrection-jesus/
https://www.gotguestions.org/empty-tomb.html
https://hc.edu/news-and-events/2016/06/03/primary-sources-jesuss-resurrection/

Video/Audio

Intro to Textual Criticism - Daniel Wallace, BiblicalTraining.org

The Historical Reliability of the Gospels - Craig Blomberg, BiblicalTraining.org

5 Reasons You Can Trust Your Bible - Cold Case Christianity

Can | Trust the Bible? Series - Wes Huff & Apologetics Canada

Did Jesus Claim to be God? Answering Bart Ehrman - Gavin Ortlund, Truth Unites
The Case for Jesus' Resurrection with Mike Licona - Gavin Ortlund, Truth Unites



https://www.amazon.com/Reason-God-Belief-Age-Skepticism/dp/1594483493/ref=sr_1_1?crid=33N9V8CWQKUAI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BFxefkG1bSSZIqo7G0yNO_DlRjHz9TpXxJS_pNlMRGqzF8M3YhQDebVtyitOkrG6S5rh2CdepJgoyewzsy8oSnxXzKQBJ8cg5J8EVRpb77Xa9T44MUjZTicGgXYGUGPPa_LerCciYIxCDKxFHVeCND7WeGPJ0srnf1DpADniJhqssXUqWeZej-AgqQThNdUITVZOSYQL5M9n0ipZGgVXrHgC3n8tcf8eX7G9uCGq24w.Im3hy-X2k57hVUZjn9QfhE2KBeuExJP_nOF07TcS_wg&dib_tag=se&keywords=reason+for+god&qid=1726594662&sprefix=reason+for+god%2Caps%2C88&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Makes-Sense-World-That-Doesnt/dp/1540964094/ref=sr_1_1?crid=32V6XU9GV598&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Ldkp7W0mCgFVw4Jzi77DDObPqZIHjw6ACGAcm0wj4Iu3T3xLpfKWRR2d3QLCEvLYInrXuKSqmUWS_hsKMQwL0eWOUa6iGSHrQX1T3YwO8nU5V3U5rm08Er4HKvjWAuX5pJOzf0QxJHRaS1q32UOWPEtLDb0W4ZEQqVaLecBba7ReVy8w-59GJoC3JmA5_sRmwCprnjKOx2TvF93VyJ6yKQ.XLcwx9tOxxSTMUBSL_iIsYQxShZnfPyirh14QwK1ztc&dib_tag=se&keywords=why+god+makes+sense+in+a+world+that+doesn%27t&qid=1726594681&sprefix=why+god+makes+sense+in+a+world+that+doesn%27t%2Caps%2C103&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Confronting-Christianity-Questions-Largest-Religion/dp/1433564238/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3UWMSVL3TYJHM&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.4hAaHj7TvP_FuCM65Pdvgk7vFoO9ifaMlt3f3mkdt46lCxHpw-GCSd3Do__X14AtJtfV1OlbxuzTatvyIhpXWzAIwvK2TyQYKqHyjwELTfZhygSrrnjGrshIQ9o9QUV3Fi7pKq_lr7cKxv2asHXEOKeTbSOVhuqKsdQVnbXukqPPQY9-SeWLW2X0gnJ3g8SFwdPl9awiPD2aTek6MHMBAJ9DKtBCE-7q40TBLj_jHLI.SwTe9_20d0-dbgsKnLitH1J7c3K641KDPdJSXL916jw&dib_tag=se&keywords=confronting+christianity&qid=1729039718&sprefix=confronting+christianity%2Caps%2C113&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Guard-Defending-Faith-Reason-Precision-ebook/dp/B005SJ19VM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2GJY98QQ9BW6H&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dIfxB1Cra5fEgGjMeY5ZHazA0DzudY-lffqWdEC359A0aMdLzX1J3rteZ7HsGMxTnfsRSVUmQCWo56PGY_Ax8G2n_u41WvfVEeUrT-59Z3aM8r3GjwbZ2QoY6WafTLJTp7fZyOsv-Oc7e3lvW-6o2Bfypk6q8mHb9QOGniNYTOq0PuIxA28TRKTRMEOzC3cYzkr7LasJjmgbclAg1vMFgU0yWXxuuLQwjWt5FxrBZcI.2H4Cr3WxC0E5UjWEDwk3rF-7RpoTN6jQZo66LR9RXsU&dib_tag=se&keywords=on+guard+william+lane+craig&qid=1729039762&sprefix=on+guard+willi%2Caps%2C101&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Surprised-Doubt-Disillusionment-Invite-Deeper/dp/1587435594/ref=sr_1_1?crid=Y7X3QJNXIZ65&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.18uM44v8_A6NA1stadfjWPY36JU_m1QyVXhTQvo5jKA6aajyagEhVxqTw1Ab4WgU3ylqQhyN2UcWXVMNuNMZYIEEmVmQDV-_Rfcqt1xjOlETFoDgEkZb42dFlUsNlGJTddt9Cg0fEcb-ivn_b8DJM3H7KJhAxmf6Nwt5m08Qii6PgARWj8oVNE3xvsI2HYfr1Nq77S1FweIZR4aNK6T4-HVgpjP_LhWZWOe8krtlD8Q.eKOVdq2wpbB3-lx44CjgAx7cCqltfdm0I46_Ni1kBiU&dib_tag=se&keywords=surprised+by+doubt&qid=1726594714&sprefix=surprised+by+doubt%2Caps%2C98&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/How-God-Became-Jesus-Nature/dp/0310519594
https://www.str.org/w/-misquoting-jesus-answering-bart-ehrman
https://www.str.org/w/bart-ehrman-s-latest-book-how-jesus-became-god
https://www.equip.org/articles/the-bibliographical-test-updated/
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